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Balcony Fencing 


for Gibraltar 


or— 
Railings for 


Cattle Markets 


We shape steel to suit the needs of archi- 
tects and builders, engineers aad techni- 
cians, gardeners and farmers—nearly 
everyone, in fact, whe wants to employ 
iron or steel can get what they want from 
us For we market »— 


Bolts and Nuts, Railway Fastening», Fen- 
ork, Fab- 


Many of them we ship abroad to the Commonwealth and all parts of the world. 


Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss Ltd. 


Head Office VICTORIA WORKS, WOLVERHAMPTON 3 Telephone Wolverhampton 2044) 
lenden Office 139 CANNON STREET. Telephone Mansion Mouse $514 


All six 
FOUR SQUARE 


Ever filled your pipe with 
tobacco fresh from the blender’s 
table? That's how Four Square 
reaches you in the famous vacuum 
tin. Buy your Four Square when or 

where you like, keep it as long as you 
like—when you open it, it will be in ideal smoking 
condition. From all good tobacconists—NOW ! 


in loz, 20z & 40z Vacuum Tins 


Delighted letters from 
housewives all over the 
world compel us to admit 

that Vactric is the world’s 
finest floor polisher. Having 
three revolving brushes, it 
moves of its own accord, requir- 

ing only finger-light guidance. In 
a few minutes it puts a higher 
shine on linoleum, tile, parquet, or 
board floors than Aours of hand 
polishing could achieve. 
Think how this VACTRIC can 
save your hands, your knees and 
your time ! Precision-built to last 
a lifetime, this wonderful work- 
saver costs £18. 18.0 (plus Pur- 
chase Tax). Easy Hire Purchase 
terms available. Ask your dealer to 
demonstrate, or write for details to 
address below. 


Vache 


WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF 
ELECTRIC FLOOR POLISHERS 
VACTRIC LTD. (Dept. 398) 149 Regent Street, London, W.! 


WHY A SIMONIZ SHINE 


TRUST FOUR SQUARE FOR FRESHNESS! 


LASTS FOR MONTHS 


Ordinary car polishes cannot give 
your car a lasting shine because they 
cannot protect its cellulose finish 
against the dulling effect of the 
atmosphere Certam corrosive 
chemicals are present even in the 
freshest of air, When mixed with 
rain or must, these chemicals pene- 
trate the polish, break down the 
cellulose and leave it covered by a 
dull, white film 
ALL-WEATHER PROTECTION 

Simoniz is no ordinary polish. That 
deep rich, Simoniz lustre ss also a 
tough film protecting the cellulose 
and the colour. Airborne chemicals 
cannot penetrate it. That is why a 
Simoniz-shine lasts so much longer 


SIMONIZED ONCE 

— SHINES FOR MONTHS 
Remember — with Simoniz, your 
car-cellulose gets maximum pro- 
tection, a brighter shine and it needs 
only an occasional light dusting to 
maintain its brilliance for months on 
end. Get the twin Simoniz Products 

Simoniz and Simoniz Kleener - 

TODAY 


AND SIMONIZ KLEENER 
ALSO SIMONIZ CHROME CLEANER 
Write toSimonis (England) | (Dept. Ai) 

Dalling Road, | onden, to 
“Por Every Body s Genefit, by 
David Langdon it's Free! 
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Hitch in reconstruction job in Greece 
the engineer wastes no time. BEA 
overnight from London to Athens and 
(thanks to BEA comfort and excellent 
meals aboard), he's fresh, ready to tackle 
London to Athens 
Other BEA services 
to the Mediterranean and Middle East 
include London-Rome 6 hours £57.12.0 
return. London-istanbul |} hours £105.15.0 
return. (Times are effective from April 16rh) 
Book with travel agents, any BEA office 

or BEA, Dorland Hall, 14 20 Regent Street, 
$.W.1. Telephone : GERrard 9833 


his job at once. 
takes 10} hours 


simplest and best cocktail is 2.3 
Gin and 1/3 Lilet (with just a dash 
of anes Bitters of a squeeze of 


Kt is indeed meilieur 
France. 


"ae 


Twists & Brownings & Hallowes Laureare Powntney Will, London, 


The Colonel says 
* Now that’s a winner — 
if’s Gilbey’s Poa 


G/LBEYS GIN 


YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU GOT GILBEY'S 


THE BEAUTY OF READY-TO-WEAR 
is that you can see the suit on and satisfy 
yourself as to fit, colour, pattern, cloth, 
before you buy. 


We have a good choide of fine worsteds 
quality amd tailoring are of course first -clax« 


MOSS BROS 


Cover? 
THE COMPLETE Mans 
Junction of 
Garrick and Bedford Streets, W.C.2 
Temple Bar 4477 
AND BRANCHES 
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(a | 
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t Is the best taste that i 
monet can buy ! / |Z 
Ai é i 


On his 
birthday 
morning . 


The Perfect Gift - 


bLvery day for years to come 
he'll enjoy perfect shaving. Rolls 
the World's Best Safety 

ts stropped and honed in us case. One 
hol'ow-ground |lade lasts for years 


Razor 


ROLLS RAZOR 


Men who prefer dey shaving will be 
equally gratified with a VICEROY 
DAY SHAVER available ia 
UNIVERSAL of AC. ELECTRIC MODELS 
and alee in a NON-ELECTRIC (lever- 
operated) MODEL. 


—= 
Its hollow-grownd blede is delight 
wee and saves the lucky owner 


many years af bade buying 
40) 5d (ome, tax) 


VICEROY 


ORY SHAVER 


The Relle Raser of Dry Shavers 
New UNIVERSAL Model (46 
D.C. 90-250 volts) 
9 ‘Gd (ine. tess 
Medel 200.250 volte 
&7 (ime. tax) 


VICEROY 


New-electree DRY SHAVER 


Specialists in 


the lever and share The 
= ideal raver where electricity is not 


ROLLS RAZOR 


Shaving 


MAKERS OF THE VICEROY DRY 


ROLLS RAZOR LIMITED, Works and Service, 
Showrooms (Callers only) 193, Regent Street, Londen, 


Techniques 


SHAVERS 
Landen, 


A Hundred £'s of Beef 


ATTY: one afternoon, while 
_lost in Windsor Forest, 
Henry VIII came upon an 
Abbey. Disguised by his hunt- 
ing clothes, he dismounted 
from his horse and entered 
The old Abbot, unaware 
that his guest was the King, 
welcomed him as any traveller 
set him before a roaring 
fire and phed him with plates 
of beef and tankards of ale 
King Hlenry ate 
Ile drank with distinction 
The Abbot, who had a weak 
stomach was lost in admiration 
‘1 would give a hundred 
pounds” he sighed, 
as heartily on beef as you.” 


with gusto 


Next morning the King left 
Two weeks later the Abbot 
was arrested and taken to the 
‘Tower of London. For three 
days he starved. On the fourth 
he was served with a huge 
Hungrily he 


roast of beef 


Music! 


N certain ways the Ancients got 
more fun out of walking than we 
do. One of the happier eccentricities 
of the Greeks was the wearing of 
‘musical shoes.’ As the wearer 


| strolled rhythmically from one Dis- 


cussion Circle to the next, he could 
strum out the latest lyre-theme with 


out driving his friends and relations 
« mad. The Egyptians, on the 
other hand, found 
pleasure in painting 
Pictures of their enemies 
- on the soles of their shoes, 
seve thereby wreaking a 
vicarious vengeance. 
UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES 
ALTHOUGH they do not give you a 
promenade concert, the Selberite 
Arch Preservers you find at Manficld 


Oxrorp, in Wack or 
brown plain cap, medium 


‘rece OB/11 


SHOES FROM 


Manfield * 


MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION 


ESCAPE TO THE PAST 
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attacked the meat. Greedily he 
devoured it. Whereupon the 
door to his cell burst open. 
“It will cost you one 
hundred pounds for your 
freedom said Henry VUL 


To-day, littl remains of 
that age of hearty hedonism. 
We can still thrill to the 
warmth of Mediterranean 
sunshine or the cool precision 
of a perfect entrechat. But 
what further have we ? 


“ to feed 


Tos Fine 


CIGARETTES 


A hint of luxury survives in 
Perfectos Cigarettes. Made by 
Player's according to the finest 
traditions of that world- 
famous House, blended by 
the world’s finest craftsmen, 
they are packed in boxes of 50 
and 100. In an imperfect 
world Perfectos Cigarettes 
are just about perfect. 


ERE 


An lncelligent Man's Guide to Shoes 


FootPpRINXTS | 


while you walk? 


today will put you in a very 
harmonious state of mind. They, 
too, have certain unusual under-the- 
sole features, which help the most 
athictic feet to keep on their toes 
Beautifully made in a variety of fine 
leathers, Selberites are available in 
‘multiple’ fittings often as many as 
five different widths to each half size. 
Finally, sir, they are fitted by 
people who warrant that much- 
abused title ‘ ex: s.’ Put your feet 
in the hands Manfield’s trained 
shoe-fitters and you'll soon get a 
taste for our special brand of comfort. 
As the years roll by, you'll become ___ 
an addict. 
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The Shirts 


It’s the small things that of the : 

count in travelling. A pair 
of elastic Sphere Braces, 
for example, to hold a = 

man's trousers comfort- 

ably whether he’s sitting well-dressed 

or standing, and to pre- 

serve their well-tailored 

appearance against the 

rigours of a long journey. 

Your hosier stocks Sphere 


braces ; ask for them by are made by , 


‘TMJew in&SonsLtd, 


103 JERMYN STREET, ST, JAMES'S, 5.W.1 
ESTD. 189%. (Only Address) ‘Tel. WHiltchall 4291 


A2555 RA SHIRTMAKERS & TAILORS -— SPECIALISTS IN CLUB COLOURS 
SUSPENDERS - BELTS * GARTERS AND B CES 


Typist’s 
error 


was to neglect her shoes. 
A daily beauty treatment with Meltonian Cream 
at they needed to keep their new look much 
jonger. Sold in White for any coloured leather 
needing a bright shine and in fashionable shades. 
Dumpijars and Handitubes, 98 


was wh 


x 
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The ideal machine for Town 
and Country Homes, for 
when u's st too far to 
walk, hardly worth 
taking the car, itt worth 
taking the Gadabout.’ 

Approximately 95 miles to 
the gallon and equipped wits 


The cuarewontn Model 


Ask to see it at your lecal the 
Surnishers To be sure you engine a shee 
grt the genuine article, we The long, dreary day has dragged on to its y peed the 
that the salesman writes certainly needs tem estigation. 
the name Parker-Knolt” evening. You're leg-weary with shopping 


trow- stroke 


Demons ations at your local 
on your receipt, 


without mach success. At last and at least 
you can have half-an-hour’s ease in the 
Parker-Knoll, before John gets home to 


$0 SIMPLE, ECONOMICAL & SUCH A PLEASURE 


PARKER-KNOLL LIMITED - TEMPLE END . HIGH WYCOMBE - BUCKS 


cvs-29 


| 
BA 
oJ 
e Stay smart all day —in fabrics marked 
Len 
_ TEBILIZE ID FOR TESTED CREASE-RESISTANCE 
| 


A Jamal wave brings out 
your individuality. All we 
hairdressers know it’s 

right for any hairstyle— 


short or long.” 


LUXURIOUS PERMANENT WAVING 
oo MACHINELESS 
eee KINDEST TO YOUR HAIR 


| Prestige pressure cooker's 


Dad likes the lower fuel bill. 

The whole family likes the better flavour of pressure- 
cooked food—*‘ Prestige’ cooked! There are four 
models from 72/6. Sold by dealers everywhere. 
Product of Platers & Stampers Ltd. 
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SAY NOILLY PRAT 
AND YOUR veuch WILL BE PERFECT! 


4 


The real thing for Dry Martinis and 
, other drinks with a‘ french’ accent. 


Noilly Prat is dry full strength Vermouth—not less 
than qt". proof spirit—blended and bottled in France 


Nority Prar 


near VERMOUTH 


® 


OY We, CMAs & co., Lime 


The Occasion... 


calls for the right setting and the right 


setting for to-day’s jewellery is Palladium. 
Rarer than gold, with the radiant white 
colour of its sister metal platinum, 
Palladium is the ideal setting for your 


diamonds and precious stones, 


PALLADIUM 


also for the engagement and wedding ring 


THE MOST TREASURED NAME IN PERFUME... 


PLATINUM METALS DIVISION, 


The Mond Nickel Company Limited, Sunderland House, Curzon St., London W.1 
t 
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Soap and water, sun and air—they're as good for the & flowers in an Indecolor 


Fabric as they are for the roses in your cheeks. \ These exquisite fabrics fill 


your rooms with living colour, fadeless and so real that it won't wash off! 


SANDERSON 
Indecolor FABRICS 


—and have you seen the new ideas in SANDERSON WALLPAPERS? 


: 


Old Bleach furnishing fabrics delight modern eyes. The beauty 

of their contemporary and period designs makes the simplest 

room distinguished and Gills it with clear and gentle colour. But 

it le not only for their lovely looks that these Irish fabrics are . 

famous. They last for years aud years, unchanged by sunlight, I or prefects or new boys 

cca ait and washing. For these virtues, as much as their decora- | 

tive effect, they are often chosen by decorators for use in British = C | d { | 9 
luxury liners, fashionable hotels and clubs —as well as ia 4 y a 
private houses all over the world. SHRINKS WE REPLACE 


= 
FURNISHINGS LTD. Gs 
Old Bleach Randalstown, SCHOOL SHIRTS AND PYJAMAS 


Nerthero Ireland Made by the enakers of ‘ VEVELLA’ and‘ DAYELLA’ 


We have pleasure i“ 
inviting you to visit 
our new Department 
for Furniture and 


Interior Decorating 


French and English furniture - 
French and English damasks 
and brocades . Decorative 
mirrors and light fittings - 
English printed linens and 


chintzes + Upholstered Purniture 


ASPREY & COMPANY LIMITED, 165-169, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 
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| Great Britein you ought to know about Trust Houses, 
| where service is good and prices moderate. 
Write for Map of Trust Houses and Guide, to:— 
| TRUST HOUSES LIMITED 
| Si GROSVENOR 1846 


FELLS 


MANZANILLA 
arrange your next holiday well | 


BRITAINS FLORAL RESORT 


frou 


PREE 


Dunmore Hotel 


SHALDON, SOUTH DEVON 


ANTLER 
The most distinguished same 


AA. RAC. ship make these 
Unsurpassed Cuisine. Licensed. Central di Soft-sided Cases most j 
Fathing, fishing, riding, 2 Golfcourses, Now available in various col- 

Own Teonis Court. Garage. Lallroom. 
Ke 


VERY 
PULL 
in Travel (joods 
Sensible design, pleasing col- 
ours and the 
ANTLER quality and workman- 


Shuppers of fine wames 


SHERRY 


PINE NATURAL 
SURRY — 
FLAVOURED 


cethesira during senson ours and lined in delightful 
Terms from 33- per day per person 7 oe shades. You'll be surprised 
such good qu and finish. 


IMPORTERS (008 FRILLS & 


LONDON 


Ges oved oy the exer 
may one powerful 

nem 


BROOKS & CO., LTD., BIRMINGHAM 3% 


latest mode! by Eccte 
—the most fermous nem 
for Carevane of quality 
Length 46. 4berth 
erior, metal- 
trame windows, and com- 
pletely fitted. An excep 


vonally “clean truntel 
compect, convenient and 
roomy 


* 


Write tor Catalogue 
ECCLES (BIRMINGHAM) LTD., 99 jem, BIRMINGHAM, 
Marufacturers of Partey Tracks for aft Tr 


THE DIGNITY OF QUALITY UNSURPASSED 


‘ for a century \ 
THE WEBLEY Mx AIR RIFLE |» | 
4 
[DISTILUERS AGENCY LTD 
Wis ver y 


FOUR FIVES are 


Nife batteries are the wisest choice because they cost practically nothing 
to maintain. Being made principally of steel, and with an electrolyte that is 
steel-preserving, they are almost indestructible. The heaviest rates of charge 
and discharge cannot hurt Nife batteries—they show almost instantancous 
recovery of voltage when the load is switched off. For all these reasons, 
| and because they take up very little space, Nife batteries 
| are in use all over the world. (N.B. Nife batteries are 
not yet avuilable for private cars or domestic radio.) 


CUT YOUR 
COSTS WITH 


STEEL BATTERIES 


WIFE BATTERIES REDDITCH * WORCESTERSHIRE 


Good Cars deserve 
LOOGE 


SPARKING PLUGS 


others 
need them 


Four fives are one, and one stack of Pel Nesting Chairs is twenty 
comfortable seats. They can be set very quickly and converted Standard types 
into one neat stack taking up little more space than a single 

chair, Pel Nesting Chairs are made of strong tubular steel, yet 
they are so light that you could lift one with your little finger. 
They are so well finished, in hard glossy stove enamels, that 
years of tough usage makes little impression on their clean 
appearance. Just what is needed for any Hall, Club or Canteen. 


Medel No AP 60 


Ask Pel for details of their complete range. 


NEST 


MADE BY PEL LTD - OLDBURY - BIRMINGHAM | —— 


© Showrooms: 15 Henrietta Place, London, W.! company 
Distritutors throughout the country 


Louge Plugs nugdy. tngiene 
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In these days, when cars tend to be more and more alike, Riley 
stands out as typically British. Distinctive styling, responsive perform- 
ance and excellent road-holding are some of the attributes which 
ensure “MAGNIFICENT MOTORING.” Yet Riley character goes 
deeper still; it has been built up through progressive generations of 
discriminating enthusiasts, it has achieved that indefinable quality built 
into the car that is as “old as the industry —as modern as the hour.” 


100 h.p. 24 litre Saloon £958, Purchase Tax £266.17.2 
1} Here Saloon £714, Purchase ‘Tax £199.1.8 


RILEY MOTORS LIMITED, Sales Division: COWLEY, OXFORD 


Londen Showrooms: “RILEY CARS” 55-56 PALL MALL, S.W.1 
Overseas Business Noffeld Exports Led. Oxford and 4! Piccadilly, London, W.1 
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is selling the <4 
famous INDIA <° 


> 


There's never been a tyre like it for mileage, road- 


iv PAYS TO SAY 


INDIA 


“The Finest Tyres Made” 


ANGLO-AMERICAN OIL CO., 


Testing the interfacial temsion 
« lubricating oil against 
water, This test is valuable 
for assessing the condition 

of an oil before sludging 
takes place. 


Research and development of petroleum 
products in the Esso Laboratories keep 
pace with modern industrial requirements. 


The constant demand in industry is for better fuels 
and lubricants. New processes call for a host of 
specialised petroleum products. Esso scientists arc 
constantly developing new products to meet even 
the most exacting requirements of industry. Esso 
Industrial Lubrication specialists 
will be happy to survey your 
works, or to advise you on 
specific lubrication 


The hea: sly loaded worm driven gear of the aggregate 
is lubricated wath Pen-O-Led EP. 


INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANTS 


LTD. 
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A CENTURY OF 
PROGRESS & SERVICE . 
The Isle of Thanet Building Society 
assets exceed 7,000,000 — 
celebrates its centenary this year 


and invites investments up to £5,000. Pp fe t Pe ion 
NET nan 
A peful of Cha i 
4 0 gives complete secunty until retirement, te 


bear de m roblem 
with a pension thereafter during the lifetimes 

i ; sharpens perception, and points 

WwiT HOUT | of your wife and yoursel! the judgment. For the man 


} who believes that smoking 
} Writ r particulars, giving the es of birth of helps his planning it is the 
DEPRECIATION for paticulars, giving the dater of birt! 
is offered by the yourself and your wife, to:— 


Isle of THANET Chairman 
BUILDING SOCIETY Standard Life Tobacco 


~HEAD OFFICE 
Assets exceed £7,000,000. 4/24 per or. 


Please send Brochure and Society's Assurance Company < i eS In 2 o2 


Balance Sheet. ‘ vacuum 
comes HEAD OFFICE: 3 GEORGE STREET, EDINBURGH 


Address 


Three strengths Charrman, mediam ; 
A man's, mild full. 

> da, Cannon Street. any difficulty im obtaming, write to 
LONOON 99 Baker St. W.!. London: 3 Abchurch Yard, Chatmon Sake Othe, 24° Holbera, 
"Phone: WELbeck 0028 Pall Mall, Londen, BCA 


Your Hair Brus 
rebristled 


| specialise in replacing bristles in 
worn brushes. Ferward your Ivory, 
Stiver or Ebony brushes, when quota 
toa will be sent by return of post 


JOHN HASSALL, 


Pauls Churchyard LONDON, ECs 


AUTOCAR. , YOUR WISH 
te keep your car or lorries on the You CAN 


reed continuously 
Our speciality AUTOMATIC 
and Carburetor Service 
for off Cars and Trucks, English and MACHINERY designed to do the work 
of skilled operators faster and better 


American, Ample Stocks. Genuine 
} We produce machines specifically for 
YOUR JOB 


ASK US ALSO ABOUT 
Automatic Press and Machine Feeds 
ic Guillote 
There in « Scholl Foot Comfort Service depot in every centre, each Chen” 


2, ALBERT EMBANKMENT, one a complete establishment for the relief of painful feet. Scholl Special machinery for the Bedding Trade 
remedies quickly relieve corns, bunions and every common foot ail- WALLIS ENCINEERINC COMPANY 
Opposite Tate Gallery | ment. Scholl light, flexible arch supports correct weak arches —the (Chartered Mechanical Engineers) 
cause of much pain and trouble. Even when your trouble is of long- 62 Re chshire 

standing, foot comfort is assured. Examination and advice free. 


BURMA | CHEROOTS 


with Or. Scholl's New 
Super Soft Zino- pads 2 canister 
These 
Aching, Tender this is the SPECIAL 
aod step, bunion Feat. with lather, prescribed for super- 
Imported | Balm relieves sensitive shins. Mildly medi- 
. y burning feeling, 4 
direct from | cated. Soothing. Cooling. 4 
, joy to shin which tingles, feels 


the native makers fee BUMIONS 


| taut or becomes inflamed after 
GREENS LTD holl ordinary shaving. 
oy achange, » @ FOOT COMFORT SERVICE Scholl depots throughout the country 


we ter tine Chewy | 2534 REGENT STREET LONDON Wi SHAVING STICK 
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It took 
157 years 


Se 


This spirally-guided gasholder, the 


started ironfounding in 1793, and 


largest of its type in the world, was 


were pioneers in gas plant produc- 


built by Newton Chambers in less tion. Without a doubt, this long 


than two years; but behind its tradition of fine workmanship is an 


construction was an experience important, if incalculable, factor in 


gathered over more thanacentury the consistent high quality of every- 


and a half. For Newton Chambers thing Newton Chambers make. 


NEWTON CHAMBERS 


& COMPANY LIMITED OF THORNCLIFFE, SHEFFIELD 


IRONFOUNDERS ENGINEERS 


CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS 


x : 
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BANDIT ne 
of severe! styles in 
won colt, suedes ond 
two tore 


564 & 594 


joyees for men, eh?” 
* Rather ! Bill Joyce 
decided that joyce comfort 
should no longer be a feminine 
monopoly.” 
“ Good for him! And my vote’s certainly going to his 
shoe-comfort-for-men movement.” 


created for comfort by 


Wrote for address of nearest stockist to: 
(CALIFORNIA) LTO., DEPT. P.2, 37-38 OLD BOND STREET. 


By Appomtment 
Gan Distillers 
te 1M, hing George 


Maximum Prices : 


Per bottle 324; Half-bottle 1611; Quarter-bottie 8 10; 
Miniature 35; U.K. only 


Service Works : Lombard Road, Morden Road, Merton, S.W.19. LiBerty 7288 
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EVIDENCE was given in a 
London police court that much 
pilfering takes place at the hour 
when warehouses are about to 
close. And that’s why they 
call it knocking-off time. 


a 


“Are present-day condi- 
tions changing the British char- 
acter (”’ a writer asks. Well, the 
performance of certain nation- 
alized industries has probably 
made us less inclined to admire 
a good loser. 


i wer 


Dr. Anthony Standen, a 
professor of science at an 
American university, writes in 
his new book: “What with 
scientists who are so deep in 
science that they cannot see it, 
and non-scientists who are too 
overawed to express an opinion, 
hardly anyone is able to recog- 
nize science for what it really is, 
the great Sacred Cow of our 
time.” Is there a literary- 
minded veterinary surgeon in 
the house? 


Q 


CHARIVARIA 


A Suffolk padre points out 
that before a house can be built 
by a local council twenty-cight 
different kinds of approval have 
first to be obtained. After that 
everything is quite straight- 
forward—until, of course, they 
start to build. 


Burning Question 
“Moons, Myths and Man” 
(Faber and Faber, 16/-)}—a dis- 
cussion of Hoerbiger’s Coshological 
Theory and its complications.” 


Yorkshire paper 


393 


An unusual situation arose at 
Lincoln where the number of votes 
cast for the successful candidate, 
Mr. G. de Freitas (Labour) was the 
same as the combined total of his 
two opponents. The figures wore: 
Mr. de Freitas 21,537: Mr. J. W. F. 
Hill (C, and Nat. L.) 17,784; Miss J. 
Henderson (L.) 3,753. A further 
coincidence was that Mr. de Freitas'» 
majority over Mr. Hill was the same 
as Mise Henderson's poll,”-—* The 
Times House of Commons 1950" 


You can prove anything with 
figures. 
a 


A writer asks what has 
become of the old-fashioned 
tradesmen who gave cigars 
to customers who paid up 
promptly. And tradesmen won- 
der what has become of the 
old-fashioned customers who 


‘paid up promptly. 


a 


“The average road in Eng- 
land,” says a motoring journal 
“is nothing to be ashamed of.” 
Nevertheless there are always 
plenty of people ready to pick 
holes in it. 
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PUNCH, April 12 1990 
HOLIDAYS 
N flats and palaces, pre-fabs and basements Museums, picture-galleries, memorials, 
The Easter holidays charm magic casements Fan tracery and architraves and oriels, 
Which open on to vistas having reference Scones, bagpipes, bannocks, haggises and tartan 
To our PLA.Y.E. as well as preference Or simply time te listen to Dick Barton, 
Alps, chamois, edelweisa, grayére and glaciers, The Serpentine, The Row, tub-thumpers’ speeches, 
Palms, lidos, Lilos, swimming-slips and brassiéres, Kew Gardens, Epping Forest, Burnham Beeches, 
Atlantic rollers, surf and seagulls mewing Hens, horses, haystacks, quack and bleat and cackle, 
Fried fish-and-chips, felt slippers and no queueing Flicks, flanne! dances, footballs, fishing tackle, 
Niestas, bull rings, castanets and garlic Casinos, Gallic gaiety and galas, 
Kisteddfods (look you'), leeks and “Men of Harlech,” Bogs, brogue and blarney, shamrock and shillelaghs, 
Hiteh-hiking over hill and dale at random The caravan, the sailing-boat, the glider— 
Or grimly pedalling on push-bikes, tandem, All this and Devon too, with cream and cider 
Dutch bonnets, windmills, tulip-fields and sabots ; 
“Sea View" and hair-nets, modesties and jabots 
Pius-fours and golf clubs, skating rinks and bruises And then, the influenza having gripped us, 
Excursions, Blossom Tours and Channel Cruises We stay in bed, inhaling eucalyptus 
a & 
BROWN WANTS MONEY 

QomzOns named Brown has in asking what the council had done where subject to encumbrances 
\/7 written a rather unmannerly with the plans in triplicate which it required by the said Act to be 
letter asking when he can expect to had already received on 15945, taken into account, not less than, 
receive payment for a miserable 23746, 6/5/47, 3.548 and 16/3/49 the before-damage value as ascer 
half-acre of land which the council If the council was going into the tained, always provided that the 
took from him in 145. Following  wall-papering business why did it total of the several interests in 
routine the thing has been handed not come out into the open and question shall not together be 
to old Gataby for attention In say so greater than each of those interests 
every such case his instructions are Old Gatsby's eves sparkled at taken separately. 
to adopt delaying tacties until he finding himself confronted with so The effect of this ruling,” con- 
retires in 1054. Chopleigh will then worthy an adversary The next cluded the letter smoothly, “is, of 
take over and explain to any applic card he played was the War Damage course, self evident.” 
ant who survives that the retirement Commission. He said the council ‘Self evident is a masterly 
of the officer dealing with the claim could do nothing until the war touch,” said Pinmill, after he had 
makes it necessary to start the damage position was clarified. Had tried vainly to make head or tail of 
whole thing de novo. If, in spite of a claim been made yet, and if made the ruling. “I'm half inclined to 
this, Chopleigh finds after a year or had it been met! Would Mr. Brown — think that we ought to pay the chap 
two that a settlement threatens to be good enough to drop the com- his money. He writes a very pretty 
become inevitable Pinmill will come mission a line!’ “Get him tied up _ letter.’ 
personally to his assistance with the W.D.C.,” said old Gatsby And after all it is his land,” 

Old Gatsby, whom forty years’ “and he's lost said Dibdin, quite missing the point 
experience has made a master of Apparently Brown knew this as usual 
this kind of thing, played an _ too, for his reply (received twenty- Old Gatsby would not hear of 
orthodox opening, gently chiding four hours later) said that the com- capitulating. But he was badly rat- 
Brown for his impatience and asking mission had already laid it down  tled, so much so that he played 
for precise particulars of the size that the after-damage value of the rather prematurely—his ace: Statu- 
and position of the land, tegether land, having regard to the possibility tory Rule and Order 2357. This is 
with plans in triplicate and copies of beneficial user as at the relevant his favourite S.R. & O. It deals, as 
of Brown's birth and marriage date, on the assumption that the a matter of fact, with the control of 
certificates The purpose of this amount of any increase attributable — noxious or injurious effluvia arising 
letter is to bring home to the to circumstances other than the from the activities of blood boilers, 
claimant hia breach of good taste in effluxion of time is to be disregarded bone grinders, gut scrapers, fell 
having raised the matter at all, At except in the case of hereditaments mongers and chitterling steamers, 
least half of them it finishes off to which any earlier enactment but it is impossible to prove this, 
altogether. We felt confident that applies or may be deemed so to because no one can understand it 
no more would be heard of Brown, apply, shall be considered for all ‘beyond the third paragraph. In the 

But we were wrong Within purposes other than those set out in course of his service in the various 
forty-eight hours a letter had come — sub-section (1) to be equal to, or departments of the council old 
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STAFFORD’S HEY 
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Gateby has played & O. 2357 
with unfailing success against 
smong others, a critic of the quality 
of the soap provided in the council's 
baths and washhouses, a man who 
claimed compensation for falling 
down an unlit hole in the read and 
» mother who wanted a teacher dis 
missed for canirg her little boy. He 
played it now against Brown 

From the Brown's reply 
was received, pointing out that of 
course he was porfectly familiar with 
Statutory Rule and Order 2357, but 
that clearly it was not applicable to 
the present case by virtue of sub- 
paragraph (7)(ili}(a) (which, so far 
as any of us can see, deals solely 
with the breeding of maggots from 
putrescible animal matter), old 
CGataby was a broken man. To have 
SR. & O. 2357 turned againat him 
was like the defection of an old and 
trusted friend. He made a final 


half-hearted attempt by suggesting 
that Brown should seek professional 
advice. A professional adviser can 
he relied upon to turn the most 
straightforward case into a mass of 
complexity, and old Gatsby cun 
ningly baited the trap by pointing 
out that the council would of course 
pay for these services tut Brown 
replied that he would be quite 
content if the council would pay 
him for his land, and old Gataby 
was left without a card in his 
hancl. 

I deeply regret to say that he has 
taken the coward’s way out. Mrs 
Gataby phoned this morning to say 
that he is sick and won't be able to 
come to the office for some time 
A medical certificate is following 
We presume it will tell of a 
nervous breakdown and the neces 
sity for a prolonged rest 


i “Tt's just as if he 


were in the room, tsn't iff 
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YOU CAN HAVE A 
TONGUE LIKE MINE 
IN THREE DAYS 


FORGET in which of the Ellery 
Queen stories it is that the 


detective solves the entire mystery 
by an all night solitary session of 
pure deductive reasoning. remem- 
ber, however (obviously I must 
remember something about it, or 
there would be littl point in 
dragging it in as an illustration), 
that Ellery’s preparations for this 
nocturnal brainstorm consisted in 
loosening his tie, undoing the top 
button of his shirt and arranging 
twenty cigarettes in a neat row on 
his desk. By morning the cigarettes 
had gone and the problem was 
solved 

In spite of a deep-rooted inner 
prompting which told me that there 
was a flaw in my reasoning some- 
where, | pursued for many years a 
moditied version of the Queen plan 
whenever any unusual mental 
exertion was required. It had to be 
modified, of course, according to the 
attendant circumstances. An after- 
dinner speech may be composed 
while eating the dinner, but not 
if one begins by dismantling the 
bow-tie and wrenching out the 
collar-stud: the reactions of fellow- 
diners are too distracting. Nor is 
it easy to come by the brand of 
cigarettes patronized by Mr. Queen ; 
and for a long time I laid the blame 
for my sluggish intellectual pro- 
cesses at the door of various respect - 
able manufacturers of the Virginian 
variety That last sentence is 
perhaps a trifle ambiguous, but only 
a person who had stupefied himself 
over a long period by the excessive 
use of Turkish tobaceo, hemp or 
other deleterious substitutes would 
fail to grasp its meaning. 


Arnold 


Bennett, with his devastatingly cap- 


It was shortly after 


able character from the Five Towns 
who rolled his own, had started me 
spreading a trail of crumpled cigar- 
ett papers and dropped tobacco in 
the houses of friend and foe alike 
that the first major complication 
rose Up to then my faith in 
cigarettes, though losing some of its 


first ardour, had never been shaken; 
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but now | read in a shop-windew 
that a pipe-smoker was usually a 
man of sound judgment. Looking 
back from an enlarged experience I 
am now inclined to believe that the 
fact that this shop sold pipes was 
something more than a coincidence 
Be that as it may, there was plenty 
of support for the theory. I 
thought at once of Sherlock Holmes 
with his blackened briar and his 
pound (he always bought it by the 
pound: an ounce was no good to a 
man like Holmes) of strong shag 
tobacco; of Barrie and the Arcadia 
Mixture; of Richard Hannay smok- 
ing a couple of pipes before falling 
asleep in the heather to wake at 
dawn as fresh as a lark and ready to 
cope with any number of bald. 
headed archeologists, let them hood 
their eyes in never so birdlike a 
manner. I bought a pipe. 


It is a curious thing that what- 
ever of my possessions I may lose 
] have never been able to lose a 
pipe. I cannot account for this 
Propelling pencils, especially if made 
of precious metal, flow through my 
hands like water through a sieve; 
telephone numbers have only to be 
jotted down in my diary for the 
diary to disappear; silk handker- 
chiefs, golf-balls, identity cards 
suitcases—into the night go one and 
all. I do not wish to appear boastful, 
but during the war I lost a torpedo 
But all the pipes I ever owned are 
still distributed about the house, 
mostly with their bowls choked with 
half-smoked dottle. The fact that 
the only one I can lay my hands on 
at the moment is the briar (thin, 
light and smoking hotter than 
anyone would suppose possible) 
which I purchased on the strength of 
that disingenuous advertisement 
does not prevent the others from 
turning up, spouting ash like a 
voleano, when [ am trying to find a 
clean shirt or a sheet of carbon 
paper. 


Not that Iam a confirmed pipe 
smoker. At different times, when | 
have had leisure to give the matter 
serious thought, I have emulated 
Major Yeates, who in the intervals 
of his duties as an Irish Resident 
Magistrate smoked cigarettes on all 


“Ts that 


possible occasions; Lord Peter Wim. 
sey, who liked a particular brand 
with his morning cup of Orange 
Pekoe; Bertram Wooster, who found 
them soothing in moments of crisis 
(we never see Jeeves smoking, 
though—is this significant?) and, 
when the cost is being borne by 
another party, a certain contem- 
porary statesman whom I will not 
name in case it gives offence to 
those privileged to be called either 
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Daniel?” 


his friends or his enemies. I can 
claim to have made an exhaustive 
trial of tobacco in all its combustible 
forms; and the conclusion I have 
come to is that for assisting con- 
centration, sharpening perception 
and pointing the judgment they are 
all pretty much on a par. Ali the 
tobacco | have burnt while trying 
to write this article haan’t even 
given me an idea for a title. 
G. D. R. Davies 
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CLUBS, NOT COSHES 


The National Association of 
Boys’ Clubs 


Meo boys I saw in London on the 
same evening summed up pretty 
well the difficulties and the achieve- 
ment of the clubs movement 

The firat was sitting in the 
canteen of a mixed club beside a 
virl of his own age, about sixteen 
who viewed him with respectful 
adoration. He wore a_ wide. 
brimmed hat from which waved hair 
cascaded, a shirt out of Oklahoma! 
and a supersonic tie, a tight tweed 
jacket padded hugely at the 
shoulders, and shoes that were like 
stilts of erépe rubber. He had the 


blasé manner of a keen student of 


the high life of Hollywood, and was 
not at all a nice boy, but you felt 
immediately sorry for anyone so 
young in such a muddle: and the 
experts told you that as a type he 
has taken the place of the mufflered 
tough, now nearly extinct, for 
whose straightforward love of mus 
cular violence he has substituted a 
morbid hunger to dance and to play 
the film star with the girls. They 
also told you that he drifted into 
mixed clubs beeause they gave him 
freer scope tor exhibitionism, and 
that if he did somehow join a boys’ 
club he soon left it because he was 
not prepared to play his part in 
communal life 

The second boy was the same 
age, but as full of spirit as the other 
was dull and silly. His clothes were 
tattered, but he laughed a lot and 
had just wiped the eye of a much 


bigger boy at table tennis His 
background was terrible—-father a 
soak, mother on and off the streets 
brother in prison-—and, since he was 
the kind of boy who knew every 
body, the razor-blade practitioners 
were among his# friends. But here 
the experts told you, was one of the 
best members on their roll. He was 
just as much the child of indastrial 
iam as the other yet his club was 
holding him against all the crooked 
magnets waiting for him outsile 
Even if that club had done nothing 
else it would have justified iteelf by 
him, but you had only to step into it 
to realize how much it waa doing for 
a hundred other members 

The first boys’ club in this 
country started in 1872, and twenty 
tive years ago the National Associa 
tion of Boys’ Clubs was formed as 
a parent body, to which are now 
affiliated the County Associations 
and the Federations of the big 
provincial cities. It includes nearly 
three thousand clubs with a total 
membership of over two hundred 
thousand boys between the ages of 
twelve and twenty, most of whom 
are in the fourteen-cighteen group; 
it has a Royal Charter and is a 
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eharity; and though in itself non. 
denominational many church clubs 
of different faiths are embodied in it 
Also it imclades mixed clubs in 
which the boys’ special activities are 
kept separate. Some of these in- 
stitutions (dear to local authorities 
for their comparative cheapness) are 
excellent, but the N.A. B.C, takes the 
view that, at least until his character 
is stabilized, a boy develops more 
naturally with his own sex. 

The main functions of the 
N.A.B.C. are to make policy, to 
research, to advise and to run 
training schools where leaders and 
seniors can learn the complicated 
business of helping boys to live 
fuller and better lives. 

And a complicated business it is 
You sometimes come across the 
notion that a boys’ club is nothing 
more than a friendly fount of tea 
and buns, designed to keep boys off 
the streets, or at most to inculcate 


the theory that a decent way of 


living follows automatically on the 
acquisition of a good leg-break. But 
in fact a club conducted on such 
lines —a very few still are—doesn't 
begin to touch the thorny problems 
of the modern boy. These are no 
longer mainly economic. One of the 
most difficult types to-day is the 
lad of eighteen who is earning a 
man’s wage and has no respon. 
sibilities. The dogs, the pub, the 
cinema and the dance-hall are after 


his money, and immoderate doses of 


any of them don’t do him any good 
If you put on one side the boy who 
is by upbringing a marginal criminal 
it still isn’t easy to imagine the 
heavy adjustments society demands 
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of a perfectly normal boy of tifteen 
shot straight from school into a 
factory, where he may be put to pull 
a lever in a meaningless machine for 
wages he often has no idea how to 
spend intelligently. What this boy 
does with his leisure for the next few 
years will decide whether he is to 
grow up an irresponsible or a useful 
citizen. 

The aim of the N.A.B.C. and its 
member units is to make him the 
latter. By teaching him to fit cheer- 
fully into self-governing com- 
munity and to have a hand in his 
own discipline it moulds his char- 
acter; and by showing him how to 
improve his mental and physical 


abilities it gives him a chance of 


happiness. This is fine, but in an age 
morally knocked sideways by two 
wars something more is needed, and 
this can be found only in the positive 
background of religion that colours 
the life of the most successful boys’ 
clubs—-not a Victorian regimenta- 
tion, but the kind that brings boys 
of their own accord to their club 
service, 

How much the religious outlook 
is made to matter in a club really 
depends on the man in charge, the 
Club Leader, on whose personal 
relationship with the boys, as a 


friend and not as a master, every- 
thing in a club finally hinges. The 


right man—or woman 
anything with boys. Eighty per 
cent of club leaders are voluntary, 
and though many wholetime paid 
leaders run first-rate clubs the 
salaries they accept argue that their 
work is a vocation. The entire club 
movement has been built up on the 
principle of voluntary leadership 


can do 


and help, and this is a virtue that 
the State, and, even more, academic 
sociologists, often fail to understand 
If ever boys’ clubs should be domin. 
ated by the professional, however 
expert he might appear on paper, 
their spirit would be sadly changed 

The shortage of good voluntary 
leaders is one of the N.A.B.C.'s main 
headaches, a bigger one than finance 
(boys’ subscriptions of 3d. to Ls. a 
week, grants from local authorities 
gifts and chibs’ carnings leave the 
N.A.B.C. annually short of about 
£20,000, the whole 
about £70,000) 
his evening 


movement of 
Anyone reacding in 
paper of the latest 
battering of an old lady, and want- 
ing to do something about it, could 
scarcely find a more promising place 
to start. 

But serious still is the 
Government's decision that grants 
from public funds for the building of 
new clubs must cease. Inthe present 


more 


crime emergency this seems lament- 
ably short-sighted, however pressed 
we are for dollars. Clubs parked in 
other people's houses can never be 
the same, and new clubs, properly 


equipped, are urgently needed 


looking at t#s evening 
Whitehall might think again. 

if i have made boys’ clubs 
sound solemn that is the very last 
thing they scem, They are mag- 
nificently gay. The welcome you 
get, and the honest uninhibited din, 
and the number of keen works in 
progress, leave you reeling. Table 
tennis, not patball but the kind 
where you stand back and lay on 
satanic cuts, tops all. There is a 
club ladder for it, and over*there a 
match is being fought against 
another club, The billiards tables 
are crowded, On the stage in the big 
hall the next play is taking shape. 
Up in the library, well stocked, half 
a dozen boys read peacefully in 
quiet they may not get at home, and 
two more are at chess, You can hear 
a gym class somewhere, and over 
here in the crafts shop a group bends 
over a big model aeroplane. Life 
hums and evenings are far too short, 

Add camp. Add cricket and 
football, and boxing. And, remem. 
bering the conditions many of these 
lads go back to, there can't be much 
doubt about boys’ clubs. 

Krown 
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MPOSSI BLE to deny 
that They were not 
| Divided (Director 
Tesexnce Yours) is a 
bed disappointment. It sets 
out to tell part of the story of the 
Guards Armoured Division in the 
war, with particular reference to 
three men who enlisted at the same 
time in 1940; but alas, they are very 
conventional figures The two 
friends referred to in the title, since 
they are to die together, of course 
become officers; the third friend 
being a humorous Irishman (in the 
Welsh Guards—a painstakingly 
laughable touch), of course winds 
up as an N.C.O. The words “of 
course’ are lamentably justified at 
every turn of the narrative. The 
rigours of early life in the Army, 
even though exaggerated by the 
fact that this ia the Guards, take 
their expected course; we are not 
even spared a variant of the old 
‘Play the piano? Go and shift it” 
joke, and most people in the 
audience seem enraptured to renew 
acquaintance with it. Other well- 
known bits of facetiousness turn up, 
notably that classic comment on the 
vexations of battle “The noise! 
and the people!’ It is strange and 
rather depressing to notice how 
much less grown-up is the attitude 
here compared with that of such 
U.S. pictures as Battleground. The 


AT THE PICTURES 


They were not Divided-—-On the Town 


difference is not easy 
to pin down or define ; 
Battleground is un 
doubtedly “box-office 
and is calculated to 
make its necessary 
appeal to the lowest 
common denominator 
in the audience; and 
yet the feeling behind 
it makes much of They 
were not Divided \ook 
like sehoolboy stuff Certainly | 
found Battleground at certain points 


fey Smath 


far more emotionally moving than 
this, which makes far more obvious 
efforts to be emotionally moving by 
including glimpses of home life, a 
wife, a sweetheart, scenes of parting 
The best part of the film is its climax 
its impression of the roaring turmoil 
of an armoured battle; the least 
satisfactory passages, I think, are 
those involving direct or indirect 
sermons on Anglo-American under 
standing 


On the Town (Directors: GENE 
Keury and STaNLey Donen) is a 
really brilliant musical, very enjoy 
able indeed After a long course 
of conventional semi - naturalistic 
musical films, in which the demands 
of verisimilitude were treated with 
deadening respect and most of the 
songs and dances had to be labor 
iously wedged in to the framework 


Guards Stuff 
; Berrraw C.8.M. Kove 
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(On the Town 


Matlo Stuff 


Vera-Euces ; Gabey—Geve Keucy 


of a more or less straight story by 
transparently contrived devices 
(usually the characters were sup- 
posed to be appearing in or rehears 
ing for a stage show), it is a delight 
to find something designed and per- 
formed as a musical, worked out 
from beginning to end on a basis 
of music and dancing and songs 
attractive music, literate songs and 
brilliant dancing at that. Even the 
camera dances: it advances and 
recedes, swings and lunges in a cal- 
culated way that is beautifully 
effective. The story concerns three 
sailors on leave for twenty-four 
hours in New York; between 6 a.m. 
and 6 a.m. they've 


Gotta see the whole town 
From Yonkers on down 
To the Bay, 


and in the company of three girls 
they do manage to see a great deal 
of it. The speed, the vitality, the 
flashing colour and design, the 
tricks of timing by which motion is 
fitted to music, the wit and inven. 
tion and the superlative technical 
accomplishment make On the Town 
a really exhilarating experience. 

x + * 
Survey 
Dates in brackets refer to Punch reviews) 

I haven't yet seen most of the 
new London shows: Danny Kaye 
in The Inspector General (distantly 
related to the play by Gogol) seems 
the best bet 

There are two notable releases 
Morning Departure (15/3/50), the 
submarine story, and The Happiest 
Days of Your Life (22/3/50), a 
simple but very amusing comedy. 
MALLETT 
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ANOTHER LETTER FROM LUCY 


EAR MRS. V.—One thing I 
like best about being in Rep 

again after Panto is you're mixing 
with your own kind and can under- 
stand the language. 

This ish't a posh Rep because 
the people in Gaunt-on-Sea don't go 
in for art and that, all they want is 
a bit of a laugh or someone being 
strangled and no long words. Of 
course, I wouldn't mind playing 
Shakespeare or one of those, but | 
like to know what I'm talking about 
even if the audience doesn't. One 
posh thing we are going to do in the 
season is Jane Eyre, which is quite 
classical in a way. People will 
always go to see that, even in 
Gaunt-on-Sea, especially if it rains 

The theatre used to be a boiled. 
sweet factory, although you wouldn't 
think so to look at it. There's no 


gallery, but the back two rows of 


the cirele are ninepence, and have 
no carpet. The dressing-rooms are 
underneath, and when people bang 
about on the stage plaster falls in 
your sink. Three dressing-rooms 
have H. and C., and the other one 
had the hot tap broken off by a 
leading-lady in a temperament, and 
the manager says it's not up to him, 
it's up to her to send the tap back, 
but she’s in the West End now and 
doesn't care. I don’t know what 
Equity is doing about it. 

The people in the company seem 
very nice, but it always takes a week 
or two to find out what they ‘re really 
like, and I've got my suspicions 
about some of them already. The 
character-woman thinks she's every- 
body, and actually asked me if this 
was my first engagement. [ soon 
put her in her place and we're not 
speaking at the moment. The 
leading-man says he turned down 
a pre-London tour to come here 
because he wanted a rest, but I 
know for a fact he’s heen doing one- 
night stands in Wales for a year, and 
only got this job because he didn't 
argue about the money. The woman 
who calls herself the  leading- 
juvenile is forty if she’s a day. She 
hangs up her washing all over the 
place, and says she'll be glad to get 
back into films, although the only 
thing she ever did was a passer-by 


in a documentary about life in a 
mining town, and her sequence was 
cut out, and I'm not surprised, The 
producer gives you a move one 
morning and alters it the next, so 
you never know whether you're 
coming or going. I believe the only 
experience he’s ever had was pro- 
ducing two concerts for some Boy 
Seouts in a parish hall in Burnley, 
but he's got the gift of the gab and 
his mother knows the manager. 
Still, they all seem very nice up to 
now. The one I like best is the 
juvenile-man, He found me digs 
away from the smell of the gas- 
works, and says I remind him of 
Judy Garland. He seems quite 
intelligent 

The way they make the money 
here is in the bar. The third act 
hasn't got to go up until everyone 
has been served. In most theatres 
the S.M. presses a button that rings 
a bell in the bar to warn the custo- 
mers the play is starting again, but 
here the barmaid presses a button 
that rings a bell back-stage to tell 
the S.M. they can’t sell any more 
beer so he might as well get on with 
the show. Then if the show starts 
running late you have to cut the 
middles out of your long speeches. 


That will make the work very 
interesting and full of variety. 

I open with Beds and Blushes, 
which is more of a farce, Shall need 
a charming negligée (that’s what 
they think!) and a stunning evening 
dress. Must ask Prod. if 1 can play 
it in a jumper and skirt. I have to 
hide under a bed, in a cupboard, in a 
linen-chest, under a pile of hay, 
behind a sereen, behind a door, in a 
secret passage, in a clothes-basket, 
under a sofa, in a wardrobe, and 
under the eiderdown, I envy the 
leading-man. He has to hide on the 
chandelier. He dresses up as me, I 
dress up as Mrs. Barchester, the 
character-man dresses up as Stanley, 
and we all run up and down shout. 
ing. It’s great fun, and quite a 
change. They'll love it, 

Yours affec., 
Luvey 

P.S.—Please send jumper and 
skirt. In cardboard-box in third 
drawer down. Also press-cuttings 


and bottle of leg-tan I ieft in 
kitchenette if no one’s taken them; 
also dig out photo of me in Pamela's 
oyster sweater for front of House. 
(iive my love to the man upstairs, 
and tell him he can have my 
frying-pan. 


“Why can’t you read your newspaper at break fast likg any other 
self-respecting man?” 
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T ie a wonderful morning. Even 
8.E.1 is beautiful this morning 
The bright red tram, beached in the 
middle of Southwark Street where 
its terminus is marked ingenuously 
by a mere discontinuance of track, 
beckons me irresistibly. Prickling 
to a sense of adventure I approach 
the noble beast. I do not know when 
I last rode on a tram 

“Good morning,” I say brightly 
to the conductress, who is doing 
arithmetic in a corner seat. “I sud 
denly feel 1 want to ride on a tram.” 

‘Two-and-three and six is two- 
and-nine,” says the conductreas 
adding more loudly, “ Other end on.” 

I had forgotten. Every tram, of 
course, is really two trams; the one 
that comes and the one that goes, 
| amile at the conductress un- 
daunted and go gaily to the other 
end, the one that is going. What an 
intriguing spiral staircase! What a 
prodigality of limpid glass on the 
upper, or sun, deck! How delightful, 
by a turn of the wrist, to make one's 
seat face in the opposite direction! 

From my lonely eyrie I look 
down with compassion upon the 
cloth caps of the Borough, going 
about their carthbound business 
Foolish men, not to join me on the 
top of my tram! 

Now we have started, pitching 
exhilaratingly in long, loping see- 
saws. The mechanism grinds power- 
fully. The bell clangs. I open a 
window and put my hand out. The 
cool morning breeze caresses it 

“Where to!” says the con- 
ductress, who has approached un 
noticed from the stern. I draw my 
hand in quickly, feeling guilty 
Traffic behind may, I realize, have 
thought I was giving a signal 
though, if it comes to that, the 
voyage of a tram is rigidly pre- 
ordained as to direction, so perhaps 
after all 

I mention these thoughts to the 
conductress, implicitly inviting her 
to join me in a spirit of fun and 
irresponsibility 

‘Where to!” she says 

I haven't the slightest idea 

You see, I simply don't care this 
morning. That is how the spring 
affects me. Ordinarily I would never 


SPRING ON 


A TRAM 


dare to say such a thing to a con 
ductress, but to-day I ean endure 
any rebuff As it happens, my 
jovial air has taken its toll of her 
she gives me a close look and, a little 
later, a shy smile; she sits down 
companionably on the nearest seat 

“Just don't care where, ch? 
she says. 

‘Anywhere you like I say 
“ Absolutely anywhere 

“I see,” she says, with another 
smile 

“Between you and me,” I say 
with an amusing air of mock 
seriousness, “I don't even know 
where this tram does go 

She has very large black eves 
this conductreas. She flashes them 
down the empty deck behind us and 
then says in a confidential tone 
“What about a nice three-ha’ penny 
to Blackfriars 

I consider this It does not 
sound far enough, and I tell her so, 
giving her a roguish glance; at least, 
it feels like one; it is not always 
possible to be sure that a middle- 
aged face faithfully reflects the 
brightness of the spirit 

“Don’t you worry, dear,” she 
says. 

“I'm not, 

y ou looked worried 

“T was smiling roguishly.” 

“Oh.” She nods several times 
“Look,” she says presently tell 
you what I'll do Drop you the 
bottom of Savoy Street, then you 
ean nip up an’ you're in the 
Strand, see? 

“Let's... all. go-down.-the 
Strand,” [ chant irrepressibly 

“Beg pardon?” 

You know—‘ Have-a-banana’! 

‘Ta, dear, no. Just had my 
clevenses.” 

Is the brief entente cooling off! 

“Won't you,” Tsay with pathos 
“let me come with you as far as 
Westminster Bridge?” 

“Well * The large black 
eyes rest on me thoughtfully. 

“After all, earth has not any 
thing to show more fair 

“Only a penny more fare she 
saves, fingering her ticket-rack un 
dex idedly “Westminster tup 


pence- ha penny 
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No, no,” I say “It's poetry. 
‘Dull would he be of soul ap: 

tut she suddenly gets up. “Just 
a mo, dear.” She goes quickly down 
the empty deck to her companion. 
way and rattles down, remembering 
perhaps that she has other friends 
to make on the lower déck. 

I gazed happily out of my 
gigantic gun-turret. We are across 
Blackfriars Bridge now. On the left 
a string of South Fastern Gas Boar 
barges glides on the glistening river. 

The tram slows for the firat 
time, then stops, though there is no 
official stop so far as I can sec 

When a tram stops the silence 
is terrific. Voices from the lower 
deck mount the spiral staircases 
with ease. They are very clear. A 
mans vore first. 

We could get an inspector,” it 
says. “It’s an inspector we want.” 

I'm not waiting that long,” 
says the voice of the conductress 
E don't eare where ‘e¢ goes, wavin’ 
out the window, pulling faces, sing- 
iny, quoting poetry, asked me to ‘ave 
banana. I've kep’ ‘im humoured 
this long, now cither he goes or me, 
take your pick.” 

There is-a stirring of strong 
boots 

“All right,” says the driver 
reluctantly. “Suppose I've gotter 
go up and chuck ‘im orf.” 

But Tam not waiting that long. 

leave hurriedly by the back stairs. 
As the scarlet monster presently 
sails majestically on its way the 
conductress catches sight of me 
leaning on the Embankment wall. 
For a moment she is expressionless. 
Then she suddenty puts her thumbs 
to her temples and twiddles her 
fingers violently, rolling her large 
black eves 

She means, I think, to be kind. 
J. B. Boornroyp 


a 


Pillar of Broadcasting House 


Prutar of Broadcasting House, 
Voice that a nation reveres, 
Voice that can faint-hearts arouse, 
Or disintegrate chandeliers, 
Virile as Feodor's bass, 
Mellow as Benjamin's chimes, 
Say that this isn’t your face 
That I see in the Radio Timea. 
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“I had an al 
tele} people, 


YOU TOO CAN 


To the Acme School of futhorship 


re Course 


10149 
| EAR SIRS,—-Yours to hand of the 6th 


(Authorship) for which many thanks. Enclosed 
herewith please tind cheque being coverage fees for same 
Yours faithfully, 


P. B. Clarke 


23/2/49 
With regard to yours of the loth, for 
which I thank you, I have enclosed herewith the short 


Dear Sir 


olutely free hand with it, except for 
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estions from the tram and 


BE A WRITER 


story, which is the exercise following lessons Nos 
which | have completed 
Yours sincerely, 
P. B. CLARKE 
March 27, 1949 
Following on your very kind 
twenty-fourth, | should like to thank you 


very heartily for your most esteemed criticism, which 
has receive mY 


Dear Mr 
letter of the 


READER 


extremely earnest attention. I 
enclose my second short story, as the exercise on lessons 
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ten to nineteen, hoping most sincerely that it will meet 
with your much valued approval 

Yours sincerely, Percivan CLARKE 

May 3, 1949 
Dear Mr. Reaper,—On Monday I received your 
letter of criticism, which I read with very great 
interest. I need hardly say how delighted 1 was to 
find, not only words of praise, but, no less encouraginy, 
the constructive suggestions with regard to those very 
points on which I had felt misgivings. I hope that 
with this short story, which | wrote after a most careful 
study of lessons twenty to twenty-nine, paying atten- 
tion at the same time, of course, to the points which 
you raised, you will find a great improvement in style 

and content. Yours sincerely 
Percival Bengamin CLARKE 


June 9, 1049 

My pgar Reaper,— Monday, it was; a grey, tired 
day, with the taste of weekend freedom sour in its 
mouth-—-Monday, cowering sullenly before the ponder. 
ous week that lay ahead. Monday, and early breakfast 
in the cold grey dawn, that crouched outside like a 
damp shroud of hopelessness 

On the breakfast table, lying whitely by my plate, 
where a greasy sausage slumped lifelessly, grotesquely, 
next to the screaming red of a tomato, was a letter. 

But from whom? Was it good news or bad! Was 
it, perhaps, a message of hope, the whiteness of hope 
among the long dismal sausages of the future’ Could 
it contain aught but despair on such a morning! 

Impatient with my vain conjectures, I seized the 
envelope and, with one sweep of my knife, ripped it 
open, and wrenched out the letter . . . 

The inert body on the plate had long grown cold, 
its fat congealed around it, when I read the letter for 
the last time. As I crumpled it into my pocket a new 
light shone in my eye—a light of triumph, of vietory, 
that gave the lie to the despair of the grey morning 
No more the trials, no more the bitter anguish of doubt, 
the long nights of inner struggle; the tortuous hours of 
labour had borne fruit. My ordeal was over. My final 
short story had been passed——the School of Authorship 
Diploma of Honour was mine! Within a few days it 
would arrive—I was a writer! 

I fell upon the sausage with a new vigour and 
devoured it in an instant, while my thoughts went out 
for a moment to the man who had laboured so unceas- 
ingly to help me, whose inspiration had spurred me ever 
on to fresh endeavour. To my tutor, Mr. Reader, I 
raised my fork in momentary salute. ; 

By Percival Benjamin 
(Percival B. Clarke) 


To Percival B. Clarke, Esq 
127,49 
Dear Sire,—Yours to hand of the 9th inst., re 
Honour (Diploma of) for which many thanks. Enclosed 
herewith please find same and good luck. 
Yours sincerely, A. C. Reaper 


LINES ADDRESSED TO A 
COMMITTEE OF EXAMINERS 


“The children were asked to write 100.word passages 
(1) desermbing a familar object like a kitchen-sink ; (2) desoribing 
@ landscape seen in a dream; and (3) in the form of a post card 
addresent to a ghost The Tomes Educational Supplement.” 


ys who ARSCSS and tile the infant mind, 
Dividers into seconds, firsts and thirds, 
What, in your folly, did you hope to find 
In their strait measure of a hundred words! 


A realist, perhaps, with ready pen 

As charged with blood and tears as muddy ink? 
A frank historian of the ways of men 

Under the symbol of the kitehen sink t 


Or one who saw the dim enchanted hills 

And watched, in sleep, with wild and wondering eyes 
The sunless caverns and the sinuous rills 

And drank, by Alph, the milk of Paradise! 


Or Hamlet, when the sudden dawn was red 
And cock-crow seared away his father’s ghost, 
Sending the wildered words he left unsaid 
In decent English through the twopenny post? 
G. 


‘Would you mind, lady? My life's complicated 
enough as it is...” 
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CAPTAIN KE 


savage weather 
years ago 

gulls came in the wake 

of the Denchman crow— 
old Danish pirate!— 

inland, 
to fly 

between the brown earth 
and the sleet sky: 

their white wings flecking 
against the grey 

like spindrift: whipped 
from waves in the bay 

from the sullen waves ripped 
and tossed away 


That was years ago, 
but now 

twice a hundred 
follow the plough, 

in one small field 
feeding together 

in the mild February 
weather. 


What has happened 
to change 
their strange 


4 4 

; 
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LE’S FANCY 


hearts’ desire 
that now they range 

these broken chocolate 
furrows, to dig 

beaks where the ploughman 
sets his rig! 


Why have they lost 
the ecstasy 
that made them scream 
when their souls went free 
between the cliff's rim 
and the sea? 


Perhaps each bold-eyed 
fierce-beaked gull 
like a little red captain 
feels the pull 
sea-rovers do 
in dreams: 
to stand 
straddiMlegged 
the unheaving land: 
done with the salt winds 
and the sea-mists 
Wharfedale Particular Methodists 
R. C. Scriven 
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DON'T know whether you can 
I said to 
There's 


Professor 
nothing 
with my game, 
except that I don’t seem to get so 
many runs as | should. Take last 
scason, for instance: agameat Oc kley 
I think it was, | was seeing the ball 
as big 


help me,” 
(rover very 


seriously wrong 


Have you an appointment 
sail Professor Gover 

You ll notice,” I said, “that I 
play back rather more than forward, 
after the style of the Australians 
\ very short lift of the bat-—rather 
reminiscent, | suppose, of Woodfull, 
Fingleton or Morris. Now I don't 
want to alter my basic style, you 
understand; | just want you to tell 
me whether I'm playing inside the 
ball or outside it, That is unless 
the faults corrected itself during 
the winter, in which case i‘ 

Will you see 


the 


the registrar?” 
“He'll take 


fix you an 


pr 
det rils 
appomntment 


down all and 
It's ten shillings a 


lesson 
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THE STRAIGHT BAT 


Professor Gover popped another 
stick of chewing-gum into his mouth 
and turned his 
number three, 


attention to net 
where four young 
speed merchants (fast bowlers, if 
you aren't au fait with our cricketing 
lingo) were trying to destroy a 
young Surrey professional of prom. 
ise. One after the other they 
charged to the bowling mark and 
exploded, arms flying in all direc- 
tions. The ball whizzed up the 
corridor of netting and matting, and 
the batsman pleced his left boot 
outside the off-stamp and withdrew 
his bat from circulation 

“Well left alone!” I said 
Frankly, it was one of the nicest 
bits of leaving alone I have ever 
seen, quite in the Harry Makepeac« 
tradition, and I was very surprised 
when Professor Gover stopped the 
cannonade to utter a forceful rebuke 
He seemed to think that this 
particular ball should have been hit 
for four through the covers. Well 
I don't know: hitting fours is all 
very well, but a 


bataman cloesn't 
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look much of a batsman these days 
unless he knows how to leave the 
long hop outside the off-stump 
severely alone 
This East Hill (Wandsworth) 
Cricket School of Sandham, Strud- 
wick and Gover, one of half a dozen 
cricketing academies in London, is 
now in full swing. All day long the 
balls fly and the air is full of the 
sweet music of leather on willow. 
For the bowler there is at times the 
aweet of shattered wickets, 
real authentic stuff, even though the 
stumps are on springs and never 
need an umpire’s ministrations, 
The wicket itself or pitch, a strange 
preparation not unlike linoleum in 
appearance, is true and easy-paced 
a feather bed you might say—but 
it will take spin. I tried to satiafy 
myself on this point by bowling my 


music 


googly but how 


(side - 


the netting 
roof - netting) 
would get in the way and spoil the 
line of flight of my deliveries 


netting and 


You'll find the registrar down- 


stairs 


said Professor Gover. 
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Downstairs, in a room full of 
cricket bats and pads and the 
delicious odour of linseed oil, the 
registrar was at work on the school's 
time-table and curriculum. On the 
following day a county wicket- 
keeper would begin a_ refresher 
course in stumping, two parties of 
schoolboy batsmen would resume 
their attempts to dethrone Compton 
and Hutton, a bunch of club 
cricketers from Essex would be 
criticizing their new captain for the 
first time and a host of eager 
amateurs and professionals would be 
preparing scientifically for a season 
of devastating success culminating 
in an invitation to join the M.C.C, 
tour of Australia next winter. 

A cricketer either dislikes net 
practice intensely asa dreadful chore 
or he has this capacity 
to dream dreams of 
greatness, There is no 
intermediate state of 
indifference. Here at 
East Hill the eyes of 
every young batsman 
blaze with excitement. 
His lips are set in a hard 
line of determination: 
he is the hope of his 
side, carrying the full 
burden of his club's, 
county's or country’s 
honour upon his tense 
shoulders. Every ball 
bowled to him is charged 
with glory. He pulls a short one 
hard into the side-netting three feet 
from his bat, but in his mind's eye 
the hit travels hard and high into 
the stand. Above the applause he 
hears the scuffle of spectators as 
they take avoiding action. He sees 
the figures alongside BatsMaw No. 5 
whip round to include yet another 
six. All this is instantaneous. Then, 
glowing with pride, he knocks the 
ball back along the matting to the 
bowler and squares up to meet the 
next instalment of the onslaught. 
I know: I’ve scored as many 
centuries for England in the nets 
as any man alive. Armstrong? 
Gregory! Grimmett? O'Reilly? 
Lindwall? Good bowlers, yes, but 
how ordinary they seemed to a bats- 
man who was not afraid to hit. 

There are people who hold the 
view that indoor practice—even in 


daylight as at East Hill—on mat- 
ting or some synthetic turf is of no 
real help to a cricketer, that prac- 
tice on velvet grass is the only 
useful preparation for match-play 
They forget that many, if not most 
of our great cricketers acquired 
their skill in backyards and alleys 
on cinders, asphalt, rubble and 
rough grazing. “Two or three days 
a week,” wrote “W.G.” in his 
Cricket, “my father and a number 
of companions were in the habit of 
going to the Downs (Durdham 
Downs) and practising between the 
hours of five and eight in the 
morning. In that way only could he 
continue the game he loved so 
well...” And Bradman? “I have 
mentioned,” writes Mr. A. G. Moyes 
in his book on the modern master 
“that young Bradman 
practised batting with a 
home-made bat or stump 
and a golf-ball. He did 
not have any wicket . 
very ingeniously, he 
used the brick base of 
an old water-tank as a 
bowler. As the ball re- 
bounded he hit it 

He was not satiatied 
anless he connected 
three times out of four.” 
And so we could con- 
tinue with endless quota 
tions in support of back 
yard practice, right 
down to those who favour practice 
at the breakfast-table with a bread. 
knife and a roll and the coffee-pot 
for a wicket 

“Why,” I said to the registrar 
“take my own experience. I used 
to practise for hours on end with an 
old piece of lead-piping and 

“Would next Wednesday suit 
you?” he said, moistening the end 
of his pencil. “Ithink I can fit you 
in just after lunch.” 

So IL went back upstairs through 
the locker-rooms to the nets. The 
balls were still flying as thick as hail. 
stones, but through the storm I 
managed to discern Professor Sand 
ham, the old Surrey and England 
partner of Jack Hobbs. A youngster 
from a famous northern school was 
batting and the professor was 
laying down the law of defence in 
depth. “If you're going forward,’ 
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he said; “go 
forward: 
don't stop 
half way.’ 
The young 
man obedient. 
ly stretched 
himself down 
the wicket to 
the next ball 
which hap- 
pened to be 
something 
very like a 
long hop. “ Not as far as that, lad,” 
said the professor, “ you ‘ll never get 
back.” The next ball was a half. 
valley pitched outside the off-stamp. 
For a moment I thought the boy 
would play forward yet again, but 
at the last second he lunged weakly 
at the ball and spooned it at the roof 
of the net. “Now that was a lack 
adaisical shot,” said the professor, 
and he picked up the bowling stump 
and made passes through the air 
with it to show exactly how the 
half-volley should have been clouted 
between mid-off and extra-cover to 
the boundary. The boy repeated the 
motions somewhat awkwardly and 
timidly, 

“Have a look at the visitors’ 
book,” said Professor Sandham, 
“and you'll see that our students 
are drawn from all grades of cricket 
and walks of life. We had Mr 
Strachey down here some time agi: 
shaped very well indeed-—as a 
vricketer I mean, of course. Tour- 
ing teams, youth clubs, stars and 
beyinners—we get ‘em all,” 

At that moment the young bats- 
man jumped out and drove the ball 
hard down the wicket chest-high. 
With my reflexes working beauti- 
fully | made a side-step to the left 
and took the ball cleanly on the 
tips of my fingers. 

I didn’t sign the visitors’ book. 

Berxaro Hottowoon 
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wouldn't have come if I'd it was amateur night.” 


CURIOUSLY HIGH FREQUENCY 


LL this television. We shall 
never be free of it now, I suppose, 
For better or worse it is come to 
stay, like the electric telephone and 
the horseless carriage It obtrudes 
ove rywhere Those H shaped aerials 
are now 80 numerous that I find 
them even more irritating than IT did 
in the years before | found out what 
they were, And how dil LU find out ? 
Why, by seeing a joke about them 
ina paper. Almost every paper you 
pick up now, whether within range 
of television or not, has something 
to say about it, usually jokes, and 
it is beginning to undermine me 
To-«lay called on Theobald 
the artist 
Come,” he said, handing me a 
cigarette with a viridian tip at one 
end and turpentine at the other 
‘Let us see how the man is getting 
am 


The man was a small elderly 


NE. 


*, 


one in a bowler hat who had come to 


install Figg’s 
television set 
finishing 


new yes, ves--new 
He seemed to be 


“Does it work?” asked Figg 


The little 
the knobs, w 
scenic effects 


“It does,” 


couragingly. 
With more 

some kind of 

appear on the 


man fell to work on 
ith some interesting 


I remarked, en- 
» twiddling he caused 


a moving picture to 


screcn 


“There are spare films, I sup 


pose,” I said 


You will get tired of 


this one. I am tired of it already 
I endeavoured to be intelligent 


“How,” I 
machines affec 
lengths 


inquired, “are these 
‘ted by the new wave 


“Not at all,” said the little man 
“Up in the very high frequencies 


there's bags of room 


“Ah,” 1 said 
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“Quite so,” said Figg. “With a 
thing like television one would 
expect very high frequencies, no 
doubt 

He, too, was trying to appear 
intelligent. I thought of another 
question. “Don't they have wave- 
lengths in television—only  fre- 
quencies 

Well, yes, they do,” the expert 
wimitted, “but we don’t usually 
mention them.’ 

1 blushed slightly and Figg 
coughed and looked out of the 
window 

“Tf you really want to know,” 
said the little man, broadmindedly 
“the wavelengths from Alexandra 
Palace are six point six six for vision 
and seven point two three for 
sound 

Feet?” asked Figg. “Miles? 
Yards! Rods?” 
Metres The little man was 
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packing his screwdrivers into a small 
gladstone bag with an insulated 
handle. 

“Metres!” Figg exclaimed. 
“But dash it, other places have 
hundreds of metres. ‘Much-Binding- 
in-the Marsh,” for instance, has one 
thousand five hundred, I know 

“True,” I agreed, feeling myself 
to be on firm ground for a moment. 
“And besides, you said high fre 
quencies, very high. What's this 
talk of sixes and sevens!” 

“Wavelength,” said the little 
man, “is metres, Frequency is 
cycles.” 

He looked at us. We looked at 
him. I suppose he thought we were 
waiting for more 

“Or kilocyeles,” he added. 

“Ah, ves,” I said, but realized 
1 was thinking of kilometres, and 
said no more 

“Or poyoxunhe more likely. A 
peyacvades of course, is a million 


Or he may have said megacycles 
It was Greek to me anyway 

“Well, a cycle is one complete 
wave, and in television sound you 
get forty-five million of them a 
second—that's forty-five mega- 
cycles a second, which is very high 
frequency.” 

“Oh, IT don’t know, I don't 
know,” said Figg. The man looked 
at him. “Perhaps you're right,” he 
said and subsided, 

“Tf a cycle is equal to a wave 
it follows that at this rate a wave 
can't be very long, doesn’t it?” 

Nobody contradicted him. 

“Wavelength being equal to 
speed divided by frequency, we get 
the fraction three hundred million 
over forty-five million, which gives 
us an answer of six point six six, 
which is what I said was the wave- 
length of television sound, Q.E.D.” 

We saw the straw simultan- 
eously and grabbed it. 

“What's this three hundred 
million?” 

“Metres per second. Speed of 
radio waves. Speed of all ether 


waves for the matter of that. It 
comes out at a hundred and eighty- 
six thousand miles a second.” 

We were out of our depth again 
and quite prepared to accept his 
estimate. 


“Of course,” he went on, “when 
I say very high frequency that only 
means high compared with radio 
Take the Service, say-—that's 
only nine hundred and eight Milo- 
cycles, or les than one megacycle 
On the other hand, the frequency of 
the shortest waves of visible light is 
seven hundred and fifty million 
megacyeles, giving a wavelength of 
about a sixty-thousandth of an 
ineh,” 

looked at Figw. 
glazed. 

“Cosmic rays now.” The little 
man was plodding on with the 
inexorability of a vote of thanks 
“Cosmic rays. 


He looked 


The frequency of 
cosmics is something more than a 


hundred billion megacyeles a second, 
it looks rather well written down in 
cycles,” he said thoughtfully, and I 
felt reason totter as he produced a 
stump of pencil, licked it and wrote 
on the wallpaper as follows: 

100.000 000 000,000 000 000) 

He turned a knob and the sereen 
went as blank as Figg’s face 

“Will that be all, sir? he asked 

“Certainly,” said Figg. “Tan's 
it enough?” 

So he wished us good day, took 
up his little bag, put on his little 
hat, stepped through the screen and 
got on his bicycle and pedalled 
away. We watched him until his 
hicyele had shrunk to microcycle 
and Figg switched him off. 


“Jackson's only a guide really 
but he suffers from an incurable 
love of the dramatic.” 
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HE production by Mr 
Tynone of 
King Henry VIII, seen 
again this year at Strat. 
ford with numerous 
changes of cast, leaves me with 
mixed feelings. Of the great clerical 
clashes it makes better spectacle 


than sense, because Mr. ANDREW 
Wolsey, though im. 
pressive enough in the early parts 
of the play, seems to be scarcely 
touched by disgrace, so that the 
final speech to Cromwell is no more 
than a sober recitation; and Cran 
mer (the man who later thrust his 
offending hand into the flames!) is 
turned by Mr. Grorrrey BayLpos 
toaninny. But though the Church 
is thus mishandled ita chief victim 
is played with unforgettable poig- 
naney Miss Gwen Frranecon- 
Davies brings a lovely dignity to 
Katherine of Aragon’s quiet spirit, 
and the death scene is exquisite 
Buckingham is also beautifully 
taken by Mr. Leow QuARTERMAINE, 
the Old Lady ia given a rare and 
racy character by Miss Rosatinp 
\TKINSON (who speaks prologue 
and epilogue as they should be 
spoken) and Miss Barnara 
rorD confirms the promise of her 
start at Stratford with a charming 
inne Bullen that needs only a little 
more depth 

Nothing will convince me that 
Tudor monarchs ran upstairs, but 
that aside, Mr. ANTHONY QuayLe's 
Henry ia fall of resource, aa well as 
being wonderfully faithful to Hol. 
bein. Mr, Brockman makes 
good, surly Cromwell, Mr. Micnart 


Big Business 
Russell Wain—Ma. Bann 


AT THE PLAY 


King Henry VIII (Steatrorp) 
The Platinum Set (Savu..e) 


Gwyn a quaint but 
interesting Norfolk 
and Mr. Ricwarp 
Dakn's Cardinal 
from Rome is as 
sinister as ever 
With the comics Mr. 
GuTunie both 
scores and slips up 
The conversations 
between the First 
Gentleman and Lord 
Sands capitally 
played by Mr 
Groner Rose and 
Mr. Bates 

as they watch the 
royal pageantry ar: 
delightfully mali 
cious, The ecstasy 
of the former at the 
sight of so many 
countesses could 
hardly be surpassed 
by the editor of the Mr 
very shiniest weekly, 
But when we come 


to the porters we are in for some 
sad knockabout that drowns the 
lines and reaches a peak of unfunni- 
ness in a quite inexcusable custard 
pie. Personally I believe it is a mis. 
take to bring on a new scene before 
the old is fully off the stage, as Mr 
GUTHRIE sometimes does——for in- 
stance, when the drunken Henry 
impinges on Katherine dying. Speed 
and contrast are gained at the cost 
of too much awkwardness. But at 
mancuvring crowds Mr. GuTurte is 
a master, and, helped by Miss Tanya 
Motserwitscn, his production has 
much to please the eye 


= The only acceptable 
human beings in Thy 
Platinum Set, the million 


aire's mistress and his 


daughter's fiancé, never 
\ meet, and the rest of its 


i. Greenwich Americans are 


so wicked and sordid and 
} silly that they quickly 
fail to make any impre 
sion at all. Mr. 
Dexnam and Miss Mary 
Ork presumably started 
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Henry Vill 


False Start 
ANTHONY Quayie; Queen Katherine 


Miss Gwen FPrranocon-Davirs 


out with the idea of a satire, and 
then somehow lost it in a muddle 
of values. The result is a poor 
evening, in which fresh players 
are now and then introduced more or 
less on the principles of ice hockey. 
There is a very good performance by 
Miss Parricia Jesset as the un- 
happy mistress, Mr. OLar PooL_ry 
gives a diabolically clever sketch of 
& most unpleasant young man and 
Mr. Parrick Bare leads a sound 
but wasted team. The glitter of big 
money is by no means reflected in 
the sets, which are a good deal 
shabbier than some | have seen in 
small rep 


Recommended 

Christopher Fry's much-debated 
play in verse, Venus Observed (St 
James's) should certainly be seen 
In Detective Story (Princes) a faith. 
ful documentary picture of the 
American police system is handi- 
capped by a poor plot, but is inter- 
esting enough. Sybil Thorndike in 
Treasure Hunt (Apollo) continues to 
please old and young. 

Eric Keown 
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THE POET CREEPS INTO A DARK HOLE 
WITH NO INTENTION OF EMERGING 


N a niche of my contriving 
Crawl 1 in and sleep al) day; 
No more struggling and striving, 


I am nicely tucked away. 


Call you may, and call, my masters, ; 
But you cannot break my sleep; § 

You imagine you are pastors, : 
You are strangely like the sheep. 

My thin bell shall tinkle-tinkle 
Never more about the glen; 

I am crannied like the winkle, : 
Buried from the sight of men ; 
Leave me here to curl and slumber ‘ 

Leave me in my narrow bed; “ &§ 
Centuries in countless number 
Pass above my scatheless head. 


This my lodgement brooks no budgement; 
Perfect sanctuary is mine, 
I shall wake when dawns the judgment 


And the stars march out in line. 


Till the final trumpets’ blasting 
Tears the rocky world in twain 
I am safe for everlasting. 


I shall not emerge again. R. P. Lister 
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r7HEN I first took over my 
district in East Africa there 
wasn't a gaol at all. The prisoners 
lived on @ hillside in a couple of mud 
wi thatch huts surrounded by a 
few strands of barbed wire. They 
didn't go out to work much, as there 
weren't any warders to escort them, 
«0 for a lot of the time they just sat 
about, eating their heads off and 
hailing their friends passing by 
They were a very happy set of 
Africans, and no one ever dreamed 
of walking out before his time 
was up 
ut it wasn't a very good add- 
vortiwement for sound government, 


THE PRISON WALL 


and after two years of correspond 
ence three warders suddenly arrived 
Some money came along too, for 
the conatruction of a gaol 

The money wasn't enough of 
course, so I decided to use it on 
making a high wall round the exist 
ing huts. Stone was expensive and 
not easy to come by, and no one 
knew how to burn bricks: so the 
wall was made of sun-dried mud 
blocks. It fell down once or twice 
during the building, and when it was 
finished it bulged a bit in places 
But whitewashed and from a dis- 


tance it looked pretty good and 
solid 


PUNCH 12 1950 


The prisoners didn’t like the wall 
very much, but you couldn't blame 
them. They had got a lot of fun out 
of watching the girls going to market, 
and now they couldn't see them any 
longer. And because we now had 
warders there had to be some 
work 

So altogether the old happy 
atmosphere was rather spoilt, and I 
wasn't surprised when there was an 
escape. It was quite simple: some- 
one pulled a few mud bricks out of 
the bottom of the wall and crawled 
out. But the wall couldn't stand it; 
it sagged badly and then all fell 
down 

After that I got some more 
money, enough this time to build a 
stone wall, I had to economize a bit 
on the foundations, but it looked 
fine when it was done. It was much 
too good for the shabby huts inside 
it, so [| asked for funds to put up 
some proper Ils 

Nothing happened ; a year 
passed. The mud huts were in bad 
shape by now and the rains were 
coming on, I patched them up until 
they were passable and then sent off 
a telegram to the Public Works 
Department saying “Gaol cells 
destroyed by earthquake. Send five 
hundred pounds immediately.” 

The Public Works Department's 
headquarters were eight hundred 
miles away, and all telegrams had to 
go the first SIXTY miles by foot, so I 
did not expect a quick answer. I 
therefore went off on safari for a bit 

Ten days after I returned an 
answer came from the Director of 
Public Works, “Two HUNDRED 
POUNDS AUTHORIZED CONSTRUCTION 


PRISON CELLS It had come quite 
quickly, having been dispatched 
only six days before, and I was just 
finishing lunch when it arrived. At 
the same time a car drove up to the 
house 
We were well off the beaten 
track at Uluska and didn’t get many 
Visitors This one was a stern 
looking fellow whom I hadn't seen 
before 
Come in,” | said. “Have you 
had lunch?” 
Yes, thanks,” he said. “T ean't 
stop long. I’m just going through 
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ov the main road and thought I 
would look in to see this earthquake 
damage to your gaol. I sent you 
some money for it the other day 
I'm the Director of Publie Works.” 

Well, that was a facer. The 
average district commissioner is 
good at improvisations, but it 
requires a lot of ingenuity to pro- 
duce the results of an earthquake at 
short notice 

T made an excuse to get the 
D.P.W. into the house while T went 
down to my office, saying I would 
come back for him and take him to 
the gaol in fifteen minutes. Then I 
went down to have a word with the 
prisoners. Luckily they were all in 
for their lunch-time siesta 

Out came all the picks, axes 
shovels and crowbars, and we all 
got down to it. It was a grand ten 
minutes. 

The dust hadn't quite settled 
when I brought the D.P.W. along 
and one happy convict was still 
shouting his tribal war song as he 
wielded an axe among the ruins, but 
I told the director the man was a 
lunatic and it was the only way we 
could keep him quiet. Anyway, 
the D.P.W. wasn’t interested in 
prisoners, only in their buildings 

He had a good look round 
“Yes,” he said, “those old huts 
must have been pretty bad, but 
it's odd the wall wasn’t touched 
There's not a crack in it.” 

“Very well-built wall, that, sir,” 
I told him. “It would take more 
than an earthquake to shift that.” 

The D.P.W. went away 
afterwards, and that night the rains 
broke hard. Luckily, I had enough 
tentage to cover the prisoners, but 
the wall fell down and I didn't feel 
like asking for more money to build 
another. 


Boon 


But we put up some nice cells 
out of the two hundred pounds. 
They are out in the open with a 
couple of strands of barbed wire 
round them. The prisoners can call 
to their friends again and are very 
happy No one thinks of 
trying to escape, 


even 


a a 


For Your Engagement Diary 


Young girl yust left school Tel.: 
4454." —“Guernsey Evening Press” 


“ You are ten minutes 


” 
slow again. 


PEBBLES 


these marble stones, 

Tide-washed, surf-ground, 

Sea-rubbed and rolled, and round 

Polished as Time's old palm 

That the pounding years have 
wor 

Callous to storm and calm. 

Fast in their stony hearts 

The furnaee fires still fret 

Still shoot the flashing darts 

Though the ore is set 
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Unrest, upheaval, smoke, 

Stress and release, and shock 

All shaped to beauty lie 

There for the seeing eye. 

So is the word of the sage 

Fashioned from fires in the heart, 

Proved in the passion of learning, 

Rounded and tempered with age, 

tubbed of its smart 

Yet living, and leaping, 
burning. 


and 


| 
Ney 
| 
ak, tt 


T= decline in the “private 
patronage” of art is to-day an 
accepted fact. “ Patrons” in the old 
sense, ie. people of wealth who 
support and encourage artists by 
acquiring their productions, partly 
as & pleasure and partly as a duty 
attaching to wealth, are now rare 
Instead, there is a new race of “art 
lovers.” or people of generally 
civilized tastes (which include 

an interest in art) who are 
however, relatively poor 

they live in small houses or 
flatlets and have to make do 

with moderate incomes of 
depressed purchasing power 

Some of them are content to 
take their wsthetic pleasures com- 
munally in the public galleries and 
museums which offer a large variety 
of excellent special exhibitions. To 
many of them the process of per- 
sonally acquiring a work of art is a 
fearful mystery, an indulgence to be 
left to imaginary millionaires; yet 
they come back fascinated to the 
idea of ownership with all that it 
implies of contemplative delight, of 
domestic interiors heightened in 
attraction. The question is, what 
can they do about it! 


The first, modest, step may well 
he to find an inexpensive substitate 
for originals out of reach, in colour 
reproductions, These have had quite 
a vogue among the art lovers of 
small income, and one could repre- 


went a gool deal of social change 
between ISS and 1930 (to take 


| ON'T we all feel the attraction Give me the 


Of destruction ? 
Give me a spade 


And the results of my work, if any, are 


delayed, 


But give me a pair of secateurs 

And just you watch what occurs! 
Shoots, twigs, boughs, whole branches 
Till the face of the woman at the window 


blanches 
My apple tree! My pears!’ 
Give me the shears 


ART IN THE HOUSE 


arbitrary dates) by, on the one hand 
the array of late Victorian oi! paint- 
ings in their massive gilt frames, and, 
on the other, the single print framed 
in plain wood, #0 often seen in mod 
ern homes, of Van Gogh's “ Sunflow 
ers,” which seems to have become 
as popular as Landseer'’s Monarch 
of the Glen” once used to be 
This is well enough: a repro- 
duction serves, within its 
limits, as the reminder of a 
tnasterpiece. A few are 
extremely good, especially 
those taken from drawings 
coloured or otherwise, which 
lend themselves better to 
mechanical process than involved 
oil paintings—you might glance 
for instance, at those after Samuel 
Palmer and William Blake to be 
found just now in the entrance hall 
of the Tate Gallery Yet the 
limitations are serious. It is not 
easy for a mechanical reproduction 
to be completely convincing, the 
artist's actual pigments being often 
difficult to translate through sereens 
and into printing-ink, and to that 
extent the individual life of a pir 
ture may be lost 


We advance then to what may 
be called Stage ‘Two of the art lover's 
progress—the search for something 
still inexpensive but more in 
dividually satisfying—which may 
profitably lead to the discovery or 
rediscovery of the “original print,” 
the authentic work of the artist's 
own hand. This opens an historic 


a 


BACK ROOM JOYS 


Reing Destructive 


& 


PUNCH, April 12 1950 


vista in which the woodeuts of 
Diirer, the etchings of Rembrandt 
come into view, but it also enables 
you to remain close to our own time 
or, if you prefer, to be strictly con. 
temporary in selection. How ex. 


quisite, for example, are the colour 
lithographs of those late Impres- 
sionists Bonnard and Vuillard (some 
of them were exhibited recently at 
the Redfern Gallery in London), just 
as much the original work of these 
artists as their paintings, seeing that 
they devised the colour schemes and 
made the drawings from which the 
impression is taken. Instead, how- 
ever, of a figure perhaps in the 
neighbourhood of a thousand pounds 
for a painting by one of them, you 
pay something like fifteen guineas 
for the print 


Though the question is ultim 
ately one of artistic values it is 
necessary, in view of the economic 
string tied to appreciation in these 
days, to mention these sums of 
money. Let us add that for as little 
as three guineas (and up to ten) it is 
possible to obtain colour lithographs 
by living British artists of fame and 
promise-——by Duncan Grant, Van- 
essa Bell, William Scott, Claude 
Rogers, John Minton and many 
more who have found in the medium 
a fruitful form of expression. Here 
anyway, is a starting point from 
which the art lover, turning patron, 
may begin to branch out, as 
cautiously as he may choose 

Gaust 
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And big great mordant satisfying whacks! 


Is mending 
Comparable 
Of linen in 


Is sewing 


here are 
Mra? 


with the lovely rending 


the too-far-gone sheet ? 


Half so satisfactory as throwing 
The beastly thing away, repairing 
As tearing’ 


Justis RicHarpson 
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BOOKING OFFICE 


Problems of the Spirit 
T is the most characteristic feature of the 
novel of these times that its focal point is to 
be found in an intrinsic personal problem, set 
against a background of social, philosophical 
or religious import, rather than in the conflict 
of separate personalities or the caprices of 
fortune. This is well illustrated by four novels that 
come imto chance conjunction from four different 
countries—England, Ireland, France and America 
and as unlike, otherwise, in manner as in milieu 


The French book, it is true, is not, precisely speak. 
ing, contemporary. Jean Barois was written before the 
first world war, a good while, that is, before M. Roger 
Martin du Gard had won fame and a Nobel Prize with 
* Les Thibaults "; and the beginnings of its story reach 
back to the eighteen-seventies. But that it should 
have been translated just now (and very well translated 
by Mr. Stuart Gilbert) is significant. Though un- 
fashionably envisaged in terms of logic rather then of 
emotion its theme is very relevant to what is often 
called the modern predicament. It is the spiritual 
journey of a Frenchman from the orthodoxy of his 
boyhood, through the modernist compromise, to the 
scientific rationalism and ethical liberalism which were 
the hope of so many fine minds of the later nineteenth 
century (and of which he becomes the champion and 
publicist) and back at last, after much strain and stress, 
to the point of his departure. And the background 
here is the whole conflict of the Republic itself, with 
the great Dreyfus drama at its centre. Set forth 
mainly in the form of dialogue, with “stage directions” 
as minute and precise as Shaw's and vividly etched 
portraits of the many characters, Jean Barois is an 
absorbing and impressive work which would place 
M. Martin du Gard among the novelists that count, 
even though he had not written “ Les Thibaults.”’ 

The other books are not of such stature, but each 
has its qualities. The Batchelors, of The Lost Traveller 
are a Roman Catholic family —father, mother and only 
daughter. While, however, their religion is important 
to the theme its essence is in the conception of human 
loneliness expressed in the words of St. Augustine, 
which Miss Antonia White has taken for an epigraph, 
“In the sojourning of this carnal life each man curries 
his own heart, and every heart is closed to every other 
heart.” Close-bound as they are by natural relationship 
Claude and Isabel and Clara live their private and 
solitary lives not without mutual affection, ati any 
rate between father and daughter, but ill at ease with 
one another, unjust to one another in the fundamental 
impossibility of mutual understanding. Here is a 
theme, perhaps the theme, of human tragedy, which in 
the end is only partially, and one feels precariously, 
resolved: nevertheless there is no lack of 
incidental comedy—in, for instance, the romantic 
snobbery of Isabel, an exile in West Kensington, and 
in Clara's schoolgirl friendships. Perhaps, indeed, the 
schoolgirl atmosphere is something too pervasive, for 
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Clara is the central figure and only seventeen when we 
leave her. But Miss White is a deft if sometimes rather 
conventional narrator 

School and Catholicism make the atmosphere also 
of The Fire in the Dust; bat both in a eruder form. The 
scene is a small Irish town, where religion, it seems, is 
hable to be a narrow puritanism engendering prurience 
or tanaticism Hither come the Goldens, Catholics 
themselves and partially brish, but with the sophistica- 
tions and freedoms of a wider world. This is Stevie 
Golden's tragedy as seen through the eves of the one 
boy, or rather of the man remembering that boy, who, 
among the hooligans of the seminary, has some dim 
inkling of his perplexities. Mr. Francis MacManus 
tells his story, in which there is plenty of incident, 
with that imaginative trenchancy which is the Irish 
prerog itive, 

It is not exactly a spiritual problem but a sense of 
inferiority in a workd of competent women which 
impels William Harmon, the New York lawyer, to join 
& mission to reorganize a South American state; but it 
is a personal problem none the less, and in the tough 
adventures assigned to him by Mr. David Davidson in 
The Hour of Truth he apparently finds its solution, 

Francis BickLey 


Edgeworths of Edgeworthstown 
Richard Lovell Edgeworth, an Irish gentleman who 
combined the uxoriousness of the Arabian Nights with 
the morality of Sandford and Merton, was fortunate 
in having, by the first of his four wives, a singularly 
charming, gifted, capable and virtuous daughter. 
Although Maria Edgeworth was bracketed equal, by 


“Women! Why will they put 
flowers all over the piace?” 
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Byron, with Madame de Staél as London's “exhibi- 
tions of 1813,” the poet added that her work “excited 
no feelings and left no love.” While Scott, who owed 
her the inspiration that launched “ Waverley,” warned 
ber against setting her didactic traps so clumsily that 
the rate smelt the hand of the rat-catcher.” Her 
books were first and foremost social services; and Miss 
lnabe!l C. Clarke has rightly given them a subordinate 
place in a fascinating domestic chronicle of eighty-one 
wellepent years. Valuable sidelights on the Abbé 
Edgeworth, Louis XVI's confessor on the scaffold, 
show the Edgeworth moral self-consciousness trans 
muted inte heroic sanctity 


Rainbow's End 

If Mr. Bernard Berenson, impenitent Traditionalist 
and Classicist, gives us (in Esthetics and History) 
no very coherent statement, and therefore no con- 
sistent proofs, of hix wsthetico-historical theses, 
he does offer something which may well be more 
profoundly valuable. He conveys in brilliant flashes 
something of the passion of the true amateur and 
ineredibly learned professional assayer of the visual 
arts that has inspired and informed his lifelong 
quest. This passion, he claims, is a mystical experience, 
its origin a flash of intuition with the force of 
a revelation. He does also, here explicitly and 
there by inference, state his fundamental humanist 
philosophy: Religion is well enough, provided it does 
not invite us to consider this world a vale of tears: 
but it is Art, universally understood and accepted, 
which will bring our civilization to a perfect flowering 
\ not ignoble dream, certainly, on which he builds a 
lovely arch of fantasy—but lacking a keystone 
perhaps 
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Stone in a Pool 
Mr. Charles Jackson, author of ‘‘The Lost Week. 


end,” has a good eye for the weaknesses of human 
nature, especially in America The Outer Edges 
describes how a sordid sex crime, suitable for the 
delectation of the ‘tabloid’ public, strikes echoes from 
the minds of Westchester residents in the higher income 
brackets. It is an efficient example of the “ montage’’ 
novel, in which the author cuts quickly from one set 
of characters to another. This method gives read- 
ability and pace, though also a lack of resonance. The 
swift efficiency of the narrative does not fit the savage, 
Faulkneresque theme, and the satire does not whiplash 
the reader but merely gives him a feeling of superiority 
to the people described. However, it is very expertly 
confected, and though it neither extends the powers 
of the author nor explores the implications of the 
subject it is worth reading and more enjoyable than it 
ought to be. The quickness of the pen deceives the 
heart. R. G. G. P. 


“Dearest Babs” 

The connecting links and running commentaries 
supplied by Mr. Elliott Roosevelt for the second 
volume of the great President's personal correspondence 
amount to a fairly complete history of the period 
covered — 1905-1928. This is the more convenient, as 
The Roosevelt Letters themselves convey little except 
the writer's unfailing affectionate regard for all the 
members of his family, above all for the wife to whom 
they are mainly directed. It was in these years that 
he had to face the psychological shock of disastrous 
illness, and in these years also that he was learning 
statesmanship under Woodrow Wilson and Josephus 
Daniels, yet except in an occasional diary extract there 
is little to indicate the hammering he was undergoing 
On the other hand his perpetually recurring “loads of 
love” and “kiss the chicks” have a certain piquancy 
when realized as coming from such a man amid the 
stresses of the first world war and the clamour of 
American polities C. C. P. 


Books Reviewed Above 


Jean Baroia Roger Martin du Gard. Translated by 
Stuart Gilbert (The Bodley Head, 12/6) 
The Lost Travelle Antonia White (Eyre and Spottis 


woode, 10/6 
The Fire in the Duat Francis MacManus. (Cape, 0/6) 
The Hour of Truth David Davidson (Falcon Presa, 0 6 
Maria Edgeworth H family and friends. Isabel ( 
Clarke (Hutchinson, 18 
Fethetics and History Bernard Berenson. (Constable, 
The Outer Edges. Charles Jackson. (Peter Nevill, 8/6) 
The Roosevelt Letters, I1 > 1905-1928. Edited by Elliott 
Roosevelt Harrap, 21 


Other Recommended Books 


1 wal Facts and Fallacies. Osrmond P. Breland. (Faber, 
106 \ classified, indexed, humorously illustrated collection 
of odd facts about animals, no less entertaining to read than 
useful in settling arguments 

Cate P wt Night A. A. Fair (Robert Hale, 8 6) 


Swift and agreeally fusir 


z American whodunit. What 
happens may be obscure, but it is fun while it is happening 
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MY PLAY 


I AM sorry to disappoint my public, 
but I have definitely decided not, 
after all, to write a play. Creat 
preparations were made. had 
bought a two-colour ribbon for my 
typewriter, so that people could 
distinguish the stage directions 
from the conversation. I had laid 
in a ream of best quarto paper, and 
an expensive and elegant stiff. 
covered file to preserve the play's 
freshness on its travels from pro- 
ducer to producer. 

Nothing remained to be done 
except to invent a plot and a few 
characters and a couple of hundred 
pages of breezy dialogue. And then 
the blow fell. In the gossip column 
of an evening newspaper I read a 
tale that made my blood curdle 
It was about a distinguished play- 
wright and bis financial embarrass- 
ments. By bad luck his first play, 
written many years ago, had been 
a success, and the same ill fortune 
had dogged him ever since 

“Tf I make £30,000 a year,” he 
was quoted as saying, ‘the Income 
Tax people take £25,500, leaving 
me £4,500 to spend. But if | make 
only £10,000 they take only £6,500, 
which leaves me £3,500 to spend.” 

Apparently, like so many of us, 
the playwright found it very diffi- 
cult to spend more than £3,500 a 
year, but unfortunately nothing 
would persuade the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to take more than 
£25,500 out of the £30,000 which the 
wretched man found himself unable 
to help earning if he worked the 
whole year. 

So he makes the best of a bad 
job and works only four months 
every year, devoting the other eight 
months to pottering about his 
garden. One's heart bleeds for him 
as he hoes sadly among his ger- 
aniums or sprinkles fertilizer over 
his tomatoes, counting the hours 
the days, the weeks, the months, 
until he can once again take the 
cover off his neglected typewriter. 

All the time, too, he is a prey to 
gnawing anxiety. During the four 
months’ work he has limited himself 
strictly to a moderate output each 
day, but all authors know how 
difficult it is to make only £10,000 
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And in this eer-recurring dream I stand out there in front 


telling customers it’s no worse than any other film.” 


in four whole months, with the 
utmost care. A novel which you had 
hoped would bring in only about 
£1,000 gets itself made into a film, 
and a play whose London run 
seemed safe to net only £2,000 is 
unexpectedly successful on tour 
Then there are repertory companies 
and American rights and television 
rights to be guarded against 

If you have friends among the 
dramatic critics something can no 
doubt be done in the way of getting 
them to give bad notices, but even 
bad notices cannot be relied upon to 
keep people away. Short of burning 
down the theatre after the play has 
netted the scheduled profit it is very 
difficult to prevent too much money 
accumulating. 

So I have abandoned my play 
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on the grounds that the whole thing 
is too risky. Friends who have read 
my nineteen previous plays are in- 
clined to think that the danger of 
any play of mine making more than 
£10,000 in a single year is not very 
great, but friends are notoriously 
bad judges of one’s work, And even 
£10,000 would be too much in the 
current year, because I have already 
had a guinea from the Toddler's 
Times for a ehort story and 
three-and-six from the Drysaltery 
Gazvette for a bit of light verse. With 
£1 4s. 6d. already in the sock my 
play might easily take me over the 
edge and force me, like the other 
unfortunate playwright, to do eight 
months’ gardening a year. And I 
loathe gardening. 

D. H. Barser 


| 
‘ee | 
i 
| 
; i 
| 
| 


3 


ON THE MAT 


“J HEAR,” began the head of the 

Information Department of the 
Ministry for Quadrilateral Affaire 
coldly, “that someone has removed 
the carpet, or mat, from under 
Mandrill’s table and placed it under 
yours 

This rather surprised me. I had 
heen expecting a slight démarche on 
«a trifling error on the difference 
between détente and démenti which 
had bewildered and hurt the news 
agencies the day before. But this 
mat business was serious 

\s I sit nearest the draught,” 
I replied, “and as the carpet iteelf 
is patched, frayed, and held together 
by strips of adhesive tape I did 
not think 

You have not been here long 
enough to appreciate the full seri- 
ousness of what you have done,” 
continved the head. But you have, 
in effect, court-martialled Mandrill 
wad reduced him to the ranks. You 
should know that that small square 
of carpet is the only outward sign 
that Mandrill is of a rank which, for 
one thing, is allowed to have a table 
of its own in the canteen.” The head 
put his feet on the table. “ Mandrill 
joined this department some twelve 
vears ago. He was given a table 
such as you yourself now possess 
i plain board on trestles, and equally 
for away from the fire. In the course 
of time and by methods of his own 
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(we could not, for instance, under 
stand for a long time his amazing 
popularity with the higher-class 
weeklies until we found that he had 
a brother-in-law in the department 
for Very-Far-Eastern Affairs wup- 
stairs) he acquired, successively a 
table with two drawers; a table with 
two drawers with brass handles; and 
a table with two drawers with brass 
handles and a chair with a back to 
it Don't quote me on this, but 
some of us think that Mandrill comes 
in early once a week to polish these 
handles, But I've nothing really 
firm on that 

“In two years’ time he will 
hand that carpet to MeAssar, who 
is, 80 to speak, panting behind him 
and have a rug with fringes, and a 
chair beside his own so that he 
can entertain a correspondent [te 
a-téte instead of mixing it with the 
common herd.” 

“I do not see began 

“Let me put it to you another 
way,” broke in the head 

“A stranger coming along this 
corridor, and surviving the constant 
barrage of burst pingpong balls and 
rolled up secret telegrams that is 
laid down by Inland Waterways and 
ourselves, would never guess that I 
am senior to Baldrick, chief of 
Waterways, by three years. But 
the experienc ed eve, like Estab 
lishments bent on cutting, would 
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notice that whereas he has only two 
telephones on his table I have three 
one red, as you see, and connected 

direct with the Assistant Deputy 
Under. Parliamentary Secretary him 
self—at least I was told so, because 
we've never actually spoken. It 
rang once, but a cleaner took the 
message However, I can usually 
just throw my hat over it from the 
door when I enter the room, so | 
suppose it’s not altogether wasted.” 
The head became almost human for 
a moment 

“| know there's nothing more 
discomposing than suddenly to fall 
backwards off a chair when you are 
trying to hold up the balance of 
trilateral trade. But your statement 
on the total exports to the Chaldees 
last Wednesday caused a good deal 
of comment; so who knows? Per- 
haps in twelve years... 

“ Now—this mat. Send Mandrill 
a curt little minute saying that you 
thought it was for wiping the 
department's feet on. He might buy 
anew one after that.” 
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Ship's Galley 

Au, when the waves have risen and 
propose 

Your pride’s abasement in aband- 
oned throes, 

tesistless is the action of the ocean 

With warm, rich odours seconding 
the motion 


W. K. Howes 
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Nation-Wide Distribution 


The House of Whithread has been famed for the quality of its 


beers for over loo years, 


These beers are brewed from finest barley 
and hops, bottled solely by Whithread, 


FINE SHOES FOR MEN by 4 and distributed from their 44 depots 


placed in key centres throughout 


the country 
This combination of nation-wide | 
distribution and close supervision | 
ensures that your Whitbread reaches \g 


Northampton { you in perfect condition, wherever S 


you may be Try some today 


PERFECT BREWING 
For Ladies’ Shoes by CROCKETT & JONES, LTD., Northampton, ash for} . PERFECT BOTTLING 
: by WHITBREAD 


IT’S GOOD! 


vs MONK « GLASS 


CUSTARD 


Water Biscuits 
with the nutty flavour people like 


* Also specially packed for world-wide export 
W. & R. JACOB & CO. (LIVERPOOL) LTD, BISCUIT MANUFACTURERS, ENGLAND 
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AGA COOKER & WATER HEATER _ The problem of cutting the bacon ration 


Cutting it up, we mean—not down. 
' How many times do your weckly rashers for the 
and mM family come in great lacey slices of the oddest shape, 
with scraps thrown in to make the weight” 
Do you think your Grocer enjoys this? No. He 
ITS CONSTANT READINESS wants conformity of shape and weight as he used to 
have. He is beginning to get it in some of the imported 
bacon, which is already being graded for quality. 
ITS IMMACULATE CLEANLINESS Our succulent English bacon would be so graded if 
we had more pigs—and then, ho, for a lovely back 
rasher ! 
So agitate for more pigs; more pigs on every farm; 
more food for pigs. 


IT'S TREMENDOUS SAVING IN FUEL... . You'll save the Home Industry and you'll eat better. 


Also you'll have again your . . 


and all the kot 
\ 


T. HARRIS (CALNE) LTD... CALNE, WILTSHIRE. EST. 1770 


ITS LABOUR SAVING 


water you Heed 


v= RE IS A HEAVEN OF COMFORT in the house 
with an Aga! Its fire burns continuously 
without work or worry for you, yet uses only 


a shilling’s worth of fuel a day or less—-doing 
all your cooking and giving you enough hot 
water for 3 piping hot baths daily, and for all oy 
other household uses. F 

The Aga model CB Cooker and Water D 
Heater shown here has a guaranteed maximum wo 


fuel consumption for the year of 3} tons of 


COKE (in plentiful supply). This size 
model is also available without water-heating 


and there is a larger 4-oven cooker. Prompt 
deliveries can now be made. 
Aga models from 
£85—£115. Hire 
purchase terms 
from {2amonth 


i who know 
Marmite find themselves > 
turning to it day after day, Me 
for sandwiches, soups, stews > 
and all savoury dishes. 7 
There's so much you can do 
with MARMITE—ANDIT 
DOES SOMUCHFORGOOD  ¢ 
COOKING. 


> 


Send fo day for full details of all Aga models. Write to: fer _— “ EVERY day 


Aga Heat Ltd., 2/7 Orchard House, Orchard Street, London, W.1. id in Jars oz. 84 loz 402. 8 oz. 33 1602.59 
(Proprietors: Allied lronfounders Lid.) 


; a 
. 
/ 
ak we 


Punch, Aprii 12 1930 


MADE IN ENGLAND BY 


New Frigidaire with Meter-Miser cuts current costs to the bone ! 


BACKED BY 5-YEAR PROTECTION PLAN! 


Ask your Frigidaire Dealer to 
show you the vitally important 
difference between Frigidaire 
and all other makes — the 
exclusive current-saving Meter- 
Miser! 

It is the simplest cold-making 
mechanism ever built — the “heart” of your Frigidaire 
and the key to its trouble-free operation and long- 
lasting economy. Built with watch-like precisian, the 
Meter-Miser is sealed in stecl, oiled for life, quiet in 
operation. Actually uses less current than an ordinary 
light bulb! 

5-YEAR PROTECTION PLAN...The moment you 
plug in your new Frigidaire, the 5-Year Protection 
Plan is in effect — your protection against service 
expense on the entire sealed-in mechanism for 
5 years! 


ONLY Frigidaire has ALL these features, too! 
Super-Freezer with large capacity for making ice 
cream, frozen desserts, storing frozen food. 


FRIGIDAIRE 


DIVIStON OF 


Quick-Release Trays produce 4 Ib. of ice in con- 
venient cube form every 3 hours. 


Automatic Cold Control to maintain desired tem- 
peratures. 


Glass-Topped “ Hydrator” keeps fruit and vegetables 
dewy-fresh and moist-cold. 


Automatic Inferior Light switches on when door is 
opened, off when closed. 


Ample Storage Space. 4) cu. ft. internal storage 
capacity. 9} sq. ft. of shelf space. 


Modern Beauty inside and out. 
Removable rust-resistant shelves. 


FRIGIDA 


OVER 11 MILLION BUILT AND SOLD! 


Porcelain lined. 


GENERAL MOTORS LTD., LONDON, 


N.W.9 
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Your paintwork 


made like NEW 


for only 
Yor beet resulm, apply 


litle GUMPTION on 
« cloth, rinse off, | 
and poleh with duster 


ose 


A shilling spent on a tin of 
GUMPTION ean save the cost 
of redecorating, a as all the 
inconvenience, 

GUMPTION will quickly remove 
dirt and fingermarks, and provided 
the paint is net chipped or flaking, 
will leave the mtwork looking like 
new. GUMPTION is wonderful for 
cleaning everything in your home. 
it contains glycerine to keep 
hands soft and emooth. If you 

not used GUMPTION before, buy 
a tin to-morrow, If it does not do 
all we claim, post us the part-used 
tin and we will refund your money. 


Gumption Products Led, Lenden, W.1. 


GAROEN GLOVES 


ect Bros (stale sient 
TEDSON. THORNLEY @ ROCHDALE 


SAUCE ROBERT 
SAUCE DIABLE 
SAUCE MELBA 


alse various other 
Sauces, Pickles, 
Chutney and Fish 
and Meat Pastes 


Certainly, if there's any royal 
road to casicr cooking, it's the 
Main road! For Main gas 
cookets ask the minimum of 
guidance. Everything about 
them —the high efficiency 
burners, griller, Mainstat 
automatic oven heat control 
is designed to save labour 
and reduce perfect cooking 
to the simplest of operations 
. « » See the latest models 
at your gas showrtoooms 


ELECTRIC 
LAWNMOWER 

Self-propelied (no pushing: 

% Save time and money too 

*% Power running costs as low as 

td. per 

Sizes 12°14 

& Engineered to last 
a bull range of 
HAND 6 PETROL mowers 


SIMPLEX 


| 


Write for Literawre. 


‘The J.P. ENGINEERING 
| COMPANY LTD+DEPT-H.S. 


PHONE: 27542 (2 LINES) 


= 
| For special care 
of the Hair 


|| The way it cares for the hair, 

' gently, naturally, dressing it to 

perfection, invigorating the 

roots —this and its delicate 

perfume of Otto of Roses have 

made Rowland’s Macassar Oil 

choice of discerning men 

and women for more than 150 

Very special 

t preparation could win and 

hold such approval for genera- 
tons. 


— Since 1793 


-ROWLAND'S 


MACASSAR OIL 


the choice of discerning men & women 
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SUPER Mawel 
gimcult MAXEES Weud 
$0 MINOR Hand 
cooking «SEE THE NEW IT MINOR 
3 ideal for a lady 
a | Consult your dealer now for 
| 
* | NOTH 
EN 
4 
“> Tottee||| | 
“4 
| 4 | MAIN gas cookers | 


We destve lo 
JEWELLERY 
SILVER 
COINS AND 
MEDALS 
SPINK & SON Ltd 


5-7 KING ST. ST, JAMES’, LONDON, Sw. | 
Telephere WHITEHMALL 5275 


BUILT-IN 
SS Esr. 1772 = ZB 


ME been in? No-—the daughter 

— 


1 ad { of the house has just gone out! And just look at her 


room! Every drawer ransacked, every door open 


Burtt ted prevents bur 
fingers ead brestages. Chrenium plots 
Covers pots of high-quahty earthenwore Needs 
cosy. lnasteted Dave. Fitned with etumnnium infuser 
which makes the Sost Odtainable as single preces 

or Complete services. All parts ovastabdle for replece- 
From oll good mores, shops, jewellers, etc 


A place for everything and nothing in its place 
Really, it’s enough to drive you to drink . . 


But that doesn't matter 
IT'S GREAT PUN as long as you drink 
learning the Press Art School 


way-—at home in your spare time, Thereare 
big possitulities. too. ‘The old pupilk— | 
whose work you may recognise above—is now 


one of the best-known living humorous artists. 


You eniay | the most delicious of all fruit drinks 
teaching by post as be did. Write today for — 

your copy of the School's prospectus. LEMON + ORANGE + GRAPE FRUIT 
Perey V. Gradshaw, THE PRESS ART M . MON ARLE 

(Dept.P.5), Tudor Mal, Forest Mil, 8.6.29 


for success on 
any court... 


high velocity 


GO to your retailer NOW and ash 
to see the new WISDEN High | 
Velocity range —— Valkyrie, Exceller, | 
Standard, Cosmos. Take one in your 
hand, feel its beautiful balance, its | 


| - Superfine Stick-a-Soles, 
securely fixed with Solution 
only, will keep your shoes 
as smart as new. 
They are invisible in wear. 


Now, how about tennis balls? Need any’ 
Then it's WISDEN’S again — the L.T.A. | e e 
— ball, perfection on grass or ne 


STICK-A-SOLES AND HEELS 
WISDEN 


shoes 
all good sports 


weenie LTD Jr om 


| 
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ON BEING DRIVEN TO DRINK Only tho 
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| 
WEDDING | 
STATIONERY 
ASK YOUR STATIONER 


The World's 
Greatest 


Bookshop 


FOR BOOKS 


Stock of 3 
million 
volumes 


New & secondhand 
Books on every 
subject 


Quick postal service 


CHARING CROSS ROAD 
LONDON, W.C.12. 


(ervard (16 Views) 
Open Sou) 


KYNOCH 


of KEITH SCOTLAND 


“HIS MASTER'S VOICE” | 


She Hallnarh of Cuality 


2684 
hate Jardimicre 


ree s 


Made in England 
Idoal hor AY elegant full-size 
~ Fountain Pen with 
lowers first quality 14 ct. solid 
gold nib, iridium pointed ; 
patented bridge feed ink-control, 
built-in clip and unbreakable 
bedy. Even for Mentmore it is 


for only 13/6d. inc. Tax. In five 
HILL THO MSON & colours or black. 


«WOODBRIDGE ROAD- 
Molders of Royo! Appointment to 


Obtainable from Stationers, 
successive Sovereigns since 1838 


Jewellers and Stores. 
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By BECAUSE IT 15 AS GOOD AS IT LOOKS | 

28, OLD BURLINGTON ST., LONDON —} 
QUEEN ANNE 
Scotch Wuisky 

; The NEW 

Wa GRAMOPHONE COMPANY LIMITED, MAYES, wes = = MENTMORE 
4 ‘Rat ily | | Supreme 
in 2! ik A 
\n 
4 eae 
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Boon companions at any meeting, 
on the flat or over the jumps 
these mellow, fragrant 
THREE CASTLES set the 
seal on a perfect day 


HOW DO YOU KNOW ITS (“ear - ? 


Nae You don't know, until you sit in it and 
yy find a smooth low floor, free from gear- 
SS 4 box and shaft casings, giving plenty of 

Ser * leg room; until you ride in ity comfort- 
~~‘ ably cradled between the axles, and 
observe the absence of engine noise; 

until you sit in the driving seat and sev 

what a wonderful view the low, forward 
Luggage and spare wheel tow comply SMoping bonnet affords. When you've 


under the ‘bonne:” done all this—and then find that four of 
ENGINE DETAILS you can travel at 50 miles to the gullon 
acylinders: ssmm. x Bo mm. bore at steady 40 m.p-h. (up to 60 m.p.h. 
: > | and stroke, Cubic capacity 760cc. when you want it)—then you will realise } 
: RAC. rating: 7.5 hp BHP—19b.p. the Renault 760 c.c. is outstanding as a tf 
at 4,000 F.p.m. Compression rat.o: rear-engined or, for thet 
6.7. Three-bearing crantshaft with engin: 2’ matter, any 


CIGARETTES 
20 for 3/10 760 ce 


"THREE CASTLES PENATIT 


COLAS FOR ALL SURFACING JOBS 


Drives and pothways with an ideo! surfoce—cleon, 

level, dust-free, quick-drying ond fong-lasting COLAS, COLAS has a 
thousand uses. can be laid cold, without skilled labour or special 
= apperatus, in aoimost any weather, Attractive, notural coloured chipping 
con be used for the final And it will last, unattended, for year 


COLAS EMULSION 


ALWAYS HAS AN ANGLEPOISE 


NOTE HOW ANGLEPOISE transforms a corner. Ev 
body wants to do their reading, writing, sewing and « 
jobs there—it takes “ such lowely angles”, puts the light on 
the object, mot in the user's eyes — it's lighting 
Never has there been such an adjustable lamp. Such a clear 


eae beam. Needs only a 25 watt bulb. in slightly 
better supply now at ciectricians and stores 
Prices from {4.194 (inc. purchase tax) 


is controct for che construction, moirtenance Roods & Courts Ltd.. 65 Merreon Square, 


ond repoir of footpoths, Dubdtin, 


Corriogewoys, drives, etc, Tetephone No. 66245, 
Sole Makers: Herbert Terry & Sons Lid., Redditch. London - March gh 
* COLAS PRODUCTS LTD. 418 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 ~ TEMPLE BAR 9041 
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Spare your 
Friends... 


the task of acting as Execucors of 


i 
Ww. your Will, Even if they reluctantly 
ILL consent to act, they may predecease 
| 


you. The better way is to appoint 
the Trustee Department of the 
Norwich Union, which offers an 
Shab excellent service at unusually low 
j bn fees. For acting as Executor, the 
j charge is only Four Shillings per 


' £100 of the gross estate (minimum 
fee £15). Correspondingly light 
{ j fees are charged for the continuing 
duties of Trustee. 
| NORWICH UNION 

4 4 


TNSURANCE SOCTRETIFS 
Trustee Dept.: 6/32, Surrey St., NORWICH, Norfoth 


i Without obligation you may «urd acopy of 

and Trustee’ leaflet to 
! spor 

up 
t few 

i i 

deta of ' 

helpful bee 

d 


Be carefree in 


[ell CIT how much you wish to spend, and 


receive in advance full details of far 
harg all incidentals for a varied 
lectio f attractive resorts ited to your 
niyet Other CIT services ck 
behrful Au Tours » Autopullma 


Coacl rv from Paris via the Riviera 
CIT Holiday Centre at Pallanza 
on Lake Maggror Holiday suggestions galore 
are in Write for toda cll 
ve Railw Air and 
Shipp and CIAT Auteopullman Coaches 
and supp ir lers Chea mm Ler i and 
maranterd by the Bar the world’s 


Consult YOU RIRAI El IGENT, 
CIT. ITALIAN RAILWAYS 
Calé at 66-68 Haymarket, London SWi-WHI 3682-3 
write : Travel Information Manage CIT, 25 Hayn 

lendon Sit Telewran Ita t re | 


A Matter of Credit 


i mnking business of Taylors and Lloyds opened in 1765, the year when 
James Watt first saw the possibilities of his steam engine. But between Watt's 
drea nd its practical expression there were lean years when James Watt 
and partner Matthew Boulton suffered discouragement. Their inventions 


suspicion and their slender means dwindled. 


» that the foresight of Sampson Lloyd the banker came to their 
vid. He assisted them liberal! 
e spirit of the founder lives in Llevds Bank toda, 


ave beet 


Many prosperous 


ped to success by its foresight and encouvragemen 


LLOYDS BANK 


74, Lombard Street, London, E.C.9 


HEAD OFFICE: 


loctest 


Benson & Hedges have dealt in cigars 

for nearly a hundred years—long enough 
to know that a good cigar needs no 
extravagant claims; long enough to be sure 
that their specially imported La Diadema 
cigars are fitting for any occasion 


when only the best will do. 


BENSON... HEDGES 


OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W.i 


te Ly) / 


FROM ALL 


LEADING TORACCONISTS 
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NAITE 


%& it has exceptional adhesion and expands and contracts with 
the surface it covers. 


LEAD 


we it wears evenly without flaking or cracking, making burning- 
off unnecessary. 


PAINT 


% it means less frequent and easier inting — saving labour 
which accounts for 80°, of the total cost. 


LASTS 


ASSOCIATED LEAD are specialists in the manufacture of Lead Pigment: 
and Lead Paints including the well-known : 


COOKSON’S “CRESCENT” GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT 
& “MAGNET HARD GLOSS WHITE LEAD BASE PAINT 
Ail Associated Lead Paints carry this mark 


ASSOCIATED LEAD 


MANUFACTURERS LIMITED 


LONDON NEWCASTLE-ON.-TYNF 


CHESTER 


FATHERS OF FORTUNE 


No. 2 


NEARCO—bred tn ltaly, won 14 races. 
including the Italian Derby and 
Grand Prix de Parts 


By the end of 1949, NEARCO’S progeny had won the Derby (tice), 
Oaks, St. Leger and 2,000 Guineas, aod many other races. 


NEARCO 


NEW 


| lined arms. 


| | think you are older than you really are? 


| Scalp, sure sign of coming baldness, 


| will make the scalp tingle — a si 
| rich new blood is rushing to feed t 


Sepertative performance ever many years in to make good price 4s yearling 35,000 
the reputation of a sire of winning bloodstock, The House of Cope, Lower 
by the same test over a period of SS years, has proved its mettle and si 
its reputation beyond question. Cope's latest illustrated brochure 
fully describes their service. Write im for your free copy NOW ! jou cam 


depend on 
DAVID COPE tudgate Circus, Londen, COPES 


Vaseline‘ Hair TONI 


“1950" IMPROVED STAK-A-BYES 


They're more comfortable. And better looking. 
And they stack vertically, 30 to a man-high pile — 300 on 

For extra comfort, especially 
at meal times, we've improved the shape of the 
body-form seat and back. These new Stak-a-Byes 
have a tubular framework of larger = a 
diameter than last year's tamu 

models. Even stronger of course 
The seat of this better-looking Stak- 
a-Bye is reinforced, which allows us 
to make it deeper 


They're new 


the floor space of ten 


Colours? Just 
as gay and varied as before-—any one of 
16 different attractive combinations. 
can have these Stak-a-Bye chairs 
all-steel or upholstered, with or 
without the newly designed stream- 
Write for leaflet N.14. 


sebel 


STEEL CHAIRS & TABLES 


SEBLL PRODUCTS LTD, 41 
Phone 


NEW OXPORD STREET, LONDON, 
TE Mpte Bar 0786-7-8-9. Gran: Sebel, Wescent, London. Cables: Sebel, London 


ONLY 
THINNING ON TOP 


Are people paying “He's tee the 


Tell-tale signs of Dry Scalp, 
warning of coming baldness 


S your hair thinning on top? Has it 
lost its youthful gloss? Is it flaked 
with dandruff, dry and lifeless, difficult 
to keep in place? Does it make people 


Take care! These are warnings of Dry 


You can’t hide Dry Scalp, but you can 
end it. Massage briskly every morning 
with a few drops of * Vaseline’ 
Brand Hair Tonic — move the 
whole scalp, don't just rub. Cor- 
rect massage for 20 seconds 


that 
hair 
roots .. . that the crystal-clear tonic oil is 
soaking deep into choked oil glands 


« loosening clogging dust and dan- 


rousing treatment 
Dry tee will be youthfully 
glossy, health Get some 
* Vaseline * Tonic 


NOTHING PURER 
* Vaseline * Hair Tonic is a crystal-clear, 
alcohol or 


A head of healthy, well-groomed hair is an 
asset to any man. That is why to many 
successful, popular men guard 7 Dry 
Scalp with ‘ Vaseline’ Hair 


THE TONIC DRESSING 
THAT ENDS DRY SCALP 
Vaseline te the regietered trade mart of the Chesetr-ough Mig Co. Lid. 


14 
fi 
Rebel Chaire and Tabtes | 
ee \ are the product. 
j covered by granted and 
petting eortd patents 
: 
re ede 
4 
= 
i] 
DANTE won the Leroy 
in 1965, was only de 
feated once 
: 
: 
other drying ingredient. It is Nature's 
perfect oil for scalp health. 


SPRING CLEANING 
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Important Announcement 
to Housewives who have 
Vacuum Cleaners! 


No matter how good it was when new, an out-of-date 
electric cleancr cannot possibly compare with the 
latest Hoover models. You will be astonished at the 


for the 
difference. So if yours is an old-type machine, replace es 
now-—-in time for Spring Cicaning—with ne: Visitor? 
Hoover Cleaner, and enjoy the benefit of all the latest . 


features. Remember, too, the ‘ Hoover’ does so much wD 
more than ordinary vacuum cleaners. [t cleans carpets 
right down to the roots, removing the trodden-in gritty » 
dist which cuts the pile. Thus, it makes carpets Whe indeed tarned on the immersion heater so that the water 


Who 
made 


last longer. You will be delighted, too, with the was hot when it was needed without eleetzicity being wasted at 
extremely efficient cleaning twols for curtains, other times’ [t was no human hand but the ingenious Sangamo 
upholstery, ete. Ask your Hoover Dealer to Time Switch. This Time Switch can be used for a number of 


demonstrate 


labour saving uses in the home ... to switch on and off auto- 


matically sach electrical cireuits as porch lights, radiators, 
- Le, electric kettles, radios, ete. The Model SSA (as illustrated) costs 
- only £4 Os. 3d. Ask your electrical contractor for full information, 

or write te the address below for Mustrated leaflet 


W There Hoower 


Cleaner to ewery The Hoover does so much A N M 
rome. Prices, oath cleaning iools, MORE thon ordinary 
from 10 gms. to aagns. (plus Vacuum Cleoners 


tam). Mere Pr hase avastable. Sut 
The Hoover lifts ewery little 
2 tot ofthe te 
| THE SILENT SERVANT IN THE HOME 


cushion of ait, thus extracts 


BEATS. cal ob | he dir from the SANGAMO WESTON LIMITED, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX 


Enfield 3434 (6 fines) and 1242 (4 lines). Telegrams: Sanwest, Enfield. 
Also et Glesgow, Newcostie-on- Tyne, Manchester ond Wolverhampton, 


MOOVER 


LIMIiten PERIVALE 


GREENFORD MIDDLESEX 


Smells and germs can often cling 
To things you have been laundering ,* 

But LIFEGUARD, fragrant, safe and sure 
Makes all your washing sweet and pure. 


; You can buy the finest quality aspirin at 


if you remember to ask specially for 


disinfectant and 


U D Also availabe in bottles of 
FEC | 


Made in Boots own factories 


Se strong and yet so wonderfully gentle. Non-poisonous, 
non-corrosive, fon-staining, LIFEGUARD has a pleasant, clean smell, Easy to take because they t i up qui kl 
and keeps the home wholesome and healthy. and 1/9 (double size). 


LIFEGUARD The Supreme Disinfectant I fidp torl s 


YOU CANNOT BUY BETTER 


{ \ 

it hot 
7 

| . \* 

| 


DARWEN . LANCASHIRE) 


City 
Prudential 
Building 
Society 


FOUNDED 1908) 


Invest with safety and let 
your money earn a return of 


Income tax borne 
by the Society 


Interest accrues from 
day of investment. No 


17 HOLBORN VIADUCT 
LONDON E.C.« 
Telephone City 8323/6 


EMU 
Imperial 
AUSTRALIAN 

BURGUNDY 


For health and for hospitality EMU BURGUNDY is “just what the 

doctor ordered.” The familiar Emu casy-grip flagon brings you the 

equivalent of a bottle and a half of truly delectable, robust red wine. 
11/6 the flagon, 5/9 the half-flagon, at all wine merchants 


It is sometimes said that “ seeing is believing.” Be very 
careful when you are buying upholstered furniture of 
& new mattress. Outward appearances 
ate not everything. But if you see 
4, 
the Curled Hair tag you will kno 


that inside, the article is filled / a 


CURLED) 


with the most durable, comfortable \ 


and economical filling obtainable, 


insist on ‘Curted Hair’ for comfort and economy 


VS-25 


POST your FILMS 


im to— 


Will R.Rose 
st. ROW. 
and you will get 
magnified prints from 
your small films — 


est: 
= 


WORES WALSALL 
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Z | THAN 
to bring the subtle shades of UR 
Nature inte the homes of Britain. } 
Your will be happy 
i 
| 
charges on investment MADE 
ot withdrawal. | 
by TIFF of 
4 


axvin 


.«. but it’s better by 
AIR FRANCE 


A lithe comfort goes a long 
way. Seasoned travellers pre-e 
fer Ai France because of its 


OCHEL 


OUCESTER 


STROUDS 


Return Fares fram Londen 
and good living. You can read | 
about it in an absorbing book NICE - - + £3460 
called “Flying Holidays” CANNES - - £35.40. 


unerring instinct for comfort 


which describes in great detail BIARRITZ - €28.16.0. TROWERIOCE © 

and with copious photographs LOURDES. - £29.140 WARMINSTEAO 
4 and maps the Air France Ser- LA BAULE £16.19.0. 


vice and the romantic holiday 


DINARD 

MADRID €45.17.0. 
vited to obtain a copy from 
your Travel Agent, your near- ROME - - - £50.00. 
est Air France branch office of GENEVA ~- - £23.00. 
MAJORCA~ £44140. 


AIR FRANCE 


“Doctor Foster went to Gloucester...” 


Ai FRANCE, CONTINENTAL DEPT, 52, HAYMARKET, LONDON, 
Manchester, Glasgow, Belfast 


resorts it serves. You are in- 


from the address below 


and on the way, or so we learned in the nursery, he 


met with a disaster which effectively discouraged him 
from attempting the journey again. No such mis- 
adventures await the traveller to Gloucester today. 


True, he may be greeted by the ‘shower of rain’ 


IMAGINE 
THIS IS A 
STRAWBERRY 


which inconvenienced the Doctor, but he can at least 


be sure of sound roads and a friendly welcome. For 


assistance in all matters financial he can rely on 


a iu is unblemished by slugs or grit. You can Barclays Bank -- for here, as all over England, the 
fruit W f : 
: sways pick Wolk Whe this © only you will use Barclays tradition of willing service to the local 
q STRAWBMATS instead of loose, untidy straw. 
You will also get them earlier. Why not community has come to mean a great deal to those 


CHEAT THE SLUGS and trap the sun's heat? 
Obtain from your local dealer. 


for 36 12 in. mats. 
W0)- for 3% 18in ‘ ence to the way in which it is finished. 
54)- for 36 21 in. mats. 


Nj-for% winmats BARCLAYS BANK 


or, if time does not press, 


send S.A.E. for our beautiful M I E D 
folder* to 


STRAWBERRY | 
PROTECTION CO., 


98, LANIVET, BODMIN, CORNWALL. 


* After seeing this you will reolise the ome of Strawbmats in o flash— 
they should lest you for 5 yeors! 


who have had experience of it. They realise that the 


spirit in which a task is begun makes a great differ- 


The Barclays system of Local Head Offices—with Local 
Directors who really know their districts — means that 
pecial attention ts given to the differing problems of 

littes. There are thirty Local Head 
nd and Wale: 
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AH! the bouquet 


—of a refined petrol 


tt would be idle to suggest that our scientists ‘‘nose’’ a 
sample of REGENT with quite the same ecstasy they reserve 


for the bouquet of a fine brandy, 


but they do test its aroma as 


4 final refinement and as an important part of a whole series 
of refining tests designed to safeguard the quality and per- 
formance of this fine petrol. Incredible as it seems, the petrol 
scientist"s nose may be as discerning as that of his brother, 
the brandy taster, in this, just one of the many tests which 
will safeguard quality and performance when REGENT 
branded petrol is once more available 


PETROL 
Sterling Quality 


The layman, told the chemical make-ap 
of our Aluminium Alloys, might be aston- 
ished to learn how mach difference to 
behaviour minute percentages can make. 
* Hidaminiom * KR 77, for example, is 
a combination of aluminium with eight 
other metals which together amount to 
a bare tenth of the whole. This fornmla 
gives KR 77 great strength —but if the 
proportions were the least bit different 


--. make light work offit 


with 


RR 77 woulda’t be a Semeon at all. It's 
the same with the rest of the ‘ Hidu- 
minium* team. Each one has special 
properties which make it the ideal alloy 
for some particular purpose. That's 
where our technical people step in. They 
know all about our alloys amd their 
special properties, All our knowledge 
and experience is available to manu- 
facturers who decide to . 


(Regietered 


Trade Merks) & 


Achievements of an 
Industry 


Genius for invention is inherent in the British 
people. In a previous series of announcements 
— ‘‘ Ancestors of an Industry —1.C.1. told the 
story of Britain's scientific pioneers from A.D.1 144. 
The present series is designed to describe some 
recent British chemical achievements, many of 
which have been the genesis of new products 
and processes which have given fresh vigour to 
the nation’s industry. 

Such achievements have been sometimes the 
brilliant discoveries of inspired individuals, but 
are more often the work of teams of research 
chemists co-operating on a given task and working 
to a set plan. The announcements in this series 


are proof—if proof were needed—that the 


British spirit of initiative and enterprise is still 


alive. 


wars 
2 
Af KS = £5 | 
Sy 5) 
- ott 
REGENT = | 
Hiduminium | | “4 
: 
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Darlington 85% Wagnesia For advice on Plastics ... 
FACTORY MOULDED PRODUCTS 


“4 


\ practical range of pre-moulded slab and radiused sections speed 


the work of fitting Darlington 05 Magnesia Coverings. Low 


pressure wet moulding amd oven setting produce the feather-like 


structure which ensures the consistently high insulating efficiency 

f this material. Resident representatives are available in the major 
industrial areas throughout Great Britain and overseas for planning 
ind installation of romplete schemes to individual needs. 


' Mamafacturers Mouldings & moulding powders. Resins solid, powdered or in solution. In- 
ome Sree} © INSULATING CO. LTO sulating varnishes. Cements & lacquers. Anti-friction resins for fabric bear- 
ings. Casting resins. Capping cements. Filling compounds. Sealing fluids 
3 ation raters 
+ Twe DARUNGTON INSULATION co LTD 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE Full information and data from Sales Development Department 
4 Sheet Metal Fabre ators 
TAYLOR SONS LIPUTED. TEAM VALLEY BIRKBYS LTD., LIVERSEDGE, YORKSHIRE 
GATESHEAD London Office : 79, Baker Street, W.1 


Buying the = 
oulder 


/ the long 
ami.... pays in the “4 


waters of the Colorado River 


built the Bouldes Dam 


you have a water-storage 
problem ard the idea of a “ Base- 
ment Boulder Dam" has little 


appeal, cast-iron Storage Tanks 


will provide the answer 


Built from standard sized pilates 
M & P Tanks can be erected 


upstairs, downstairs, or on the 


mountain top 


Railway freight charges will probably increase. It may pay 

you in future to operate your own transport with your own 

CAST JRON lorries. We have been supplying road transport vehicles 

tor more than 50 years, and if it would be of assistance to 

ry u, one of our factory representatives wouk!l be glad 

STORAGE TANKS Li to advise you without obligation 
+t] 
LEYLAND MOTORS LIMITED 


ARE RIGHT FOR YOUR PROBLEM..... ee HEAL FICE & WORKS; LEYLAND, LANCS., ENGLAND 
MATHER & PLATT LIMITED - MANCHESTER 


| 
| lt 
Fi 
li 
Specia ists 
\ ) BIRKBYS LTD. 
\ 
f 
| 
t 


A SMOOTH siow smoke and a flavour that links East and 
West in subtle harmony. A cigarette that puts a stop to trial (and 
error) and makes devotees for good ... Here in a blend of richest 
Virginian leaf with a touch of rarest Yenidje is a new cigarette that 
helps you to answer the unanswerable and to forgive the unforgivable, 
to blunt the edge of temper and to mellow the rawness of temperament. 
. Here in the new Sobranie American No. 50's is indeed a whole 
philosophy of living for those who like to live well 


SOBRANIE 


AMERICAN No. 50 


MADE BY THE MAKERS OF BALKAN SOBRANIE 
AT SOBRANIE HOUSE, LONDON, E.C.1 


ANGKOR, CAMBODIA 
Part of the Naga (Snake) Balustrade 
of the West Gate to Prah-Khan 


T]JHEREVER man has 
W wanted to express his 
aspirations, he has 
built. More than a thousand 
years ago, the Khmers erec- 
ted a wonderful city to the 
glory of their gods. To-day, 
man builds less for glory 
than for comfort and con- 
venience so that he can live 
more fully and work more 
effectively 


BANISTER 
WALTON 


LONDON —62 Victoria St.. S.W | MANCHESTER 17— Trafford Px SIRMINGHAM 18—6! Western Ra 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


are supplied with 


CHAMPION 


PLUGS 


CHAMPION SPARKING PLUG CO., LTD. 
FELTHAM MIDOLESEX 


Handling adds nothing 


whatsoever to the 


value of goods, but only 
to their cost. British 


man-power must be 
given more horse- 
power. The prescription 
for prosperity is 
Mechanical Handling. 


Here, now, and made in Gritain is a 
machine which will pick up, carry, haul 
and stack almost anything, 2,000 to 6,000 
Ibs. at atime. It is a machine for cutting 
out non-productive handling costs at 


every point in the production — distri- 
bution chain. 


COVENTRY CLIMAX fork trucks 


For details of the Coventry Climax Models best suited for your oceds, write to 
COVENTRY CLIMAX ENGINES LIMITED, DEFT. 15, WIDDEINGTON ROAD COVENTRY 


Punch, April 12 1950 
; \ <8; 4, quality must be as consistent 
an © in detail as in fundamentals 
‘ cor 
N 
| 
x for PROSPERITY | 


Puwce oe Ter Lownow Aran 12 1990 


We've solved some problems in our time! 


TiME—1939 : PROBLEM—-the magnetic mine, The 
answer came quic kly; sweep with a loop of cable carry 
ing heavy impulses of direct current, thus generating 
a magnetic held to detonate the mines. But the 
means ? Every available mine-sweeping trawler must 
be fitted at once with batteries capable of enormous 
output —}3,000 to 4,000 amperes at 1¢0 to 200 volts. 


That was Chloride’s part of the problem. 


@ The trawlers got their equipment. Car batteries 
by thousands, with new connections hurriedly burned 
in to put the cells in series-parallel, provided each 
ship with a fearsome make-shift battery of 1,134 cells. 
Later, our spec ial 400 volt mine-sweeping batteries, 
designed for the job and produced in very great 
numbers, made sweeping safer and more certain. 
But the magnetic mine, as a decisive weapon of war, 
was already beaten——by brave men and a battery that 


looked like an * electrician’s nightmare.’ 


@ For over 50 years we have been designing & making 
special types of Chloride, Exide and Exide-lronclad 
Batteries for every branch of industry, transport and 
communications, Our battery research and development 
organisation, the largest & best equipped in this ountry 

if not in the world-—is at industry's service always: 


ready at any time to tackle another problem. 


Issued by 
CHLORIDE | 
BATTERIES LIMITED 
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